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About: The book presents the fascinating, real-life story of Quddús, the son of a poor Persian rice farmer who rose to become the most illustrious disciple of the Báb. Thoroughly researched and broad in scope, it is a story of the rugged journey, filled with pathos and exhilarating triumph at every turn, during the five short, eventful years he spent in absolute servitude to the Báb. We experience the vivid details of a life which left no room for settling down, as he valiantly approached the centre of an intense, ever-increasing maelstrom at the very inception and birth of a new world religion, fraught with opposition and intrigue, yet filled with spiritual confirmations culminating in an unprecedented climax.

This work also features new translations of select Tablets by Bahá’u’lláh and the Báb, as well as previously unpublished writings of Quddús. The book spans 605 pages and includes 87 illustrations.

Purchase at amazon.com/dp/0645896322/ or download below.

2. Reviews

"The importance of exploring the early history of religions cannot be overstated. This is especially important with the 19th century Bábí religion which rapidly evolved from a messianic movement to a globally esteemed Bahá'í Faith. Through his two recent publications, The Dispensation of the Báb and Quddús the First in Rank, Professor Boris Handal has offered a substantial body of valuable information that enables us to discern the intrinsic connection between the Bábí and the Bahá'í religions despite the stark differences in their worldviews."
— Fereydun Vahman, Professor Emeritus, University of Copenhagen

“Quddús' exemplary sacrifice and unwavering devotion to the teachings of the Báb, aimed at bringing about a new reality in all spheres of human endeavour, have served as an inspiration to many. Boris Handal's detailed book on the life of Quddús will surely inspire many more and provide them with complete information about his life."
— Dr Amin Egea, author of the two volumes of The Apostle of Peace

“How can one obtain a better impression of one who was described by the Guardian of the Bahá'í Faith as 'the essence of sanctity and purity'. most certainly throughout the Bahá'í Dispensation. Bahá'ís will laudably try to get a better impression of this 'stainless mirror' of the Báb's Manifestation. This book is the first time an author has dedicated his whole endeavour to get us closer to Quddús, to enable us to look more closely at the rays of sanctity and holiness reflected upon us. It is a great accompaniment to the immortal pages and passages of the Guardian's abiding Dawn-breakers."
— Dr Khazeh Fananapazir, Bahá'í translator and author

“This gripping book brings to life the extraordinary account of Quddús, one of the most revered figures in Bahá'í history. The author transports readers to the tumultuous dawn of the Bábí religion, which shook the foundations of nineteenth-century Persia. The story of Quddús's life and sacrifice, unwavering faith, and spiritual conviction-rendered in poignant detail-blaze forth from the chapters of Quddús: The First in Rank and resonate in readers long after the final page is turned."
— Dr Omid Ghaemmaghami, Associate Professor of Arabic and Islamic Studies at the State University of New York

"In his comprehensive biography of Quddús, the 'most outstanding disciple' of the Báb. Boris Handal has told us more about the great Bábí hero than can be found anywhere else. Professor Handal has combined his astounding diligence-and talent for research-with his geographical knowledge of Persia. He has produced more than a book but rather an encyclopaedia."
— Michael Day, author of Point of Adoration: The story of the Shrine of Baha'u'llah 1873-1892, and a trilogy telling the story of the Shrine of the Báb

"Boris Handal has written an engaging, accessible, and extensive biography of Quddús, a pivotal figure in the drama of the early Bábí movement which unfolded in nineteenth-century Iran. What sets this book apart is its valuable historical context that enriches our understanding of the life of Quddús.”
— Dr Zackery Mirza Heern, Professor of History, Idaho State University

“Quddús: The First in Rank is the most comprehensive work in English on Quddús (who 'reflected more than any of the disciples of the Báb the light of His teaching,' according to Shoghi Effendi), portraying Quddús, in five parts, as a seeker, promoter, leader, hero and saint. Well researched, engaging."
— Dr Christopher Buck, author of God & Apple Pie: Religious Myths and Visions of America and Religious Myths and Visions of America

3. Complete book

Click to download: handal_quddus_first_rank.pdf [28 MB].
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