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THE CHAPTER OF THE HYPOCRITES
(LXIII. Medinah.)
IN the name of the merciful and compassionate God. When the hypocrites come to
thee, they say, 'We bear witness that thou art surely the Apostle of God;' but
God knows that thou art His Apostle: and God bears witness that the hypocrites
are liars! They take their faith for a cloak, and then they turn folks from
God's way:- evil is that which they have done! That is because they believed
and then disbelieved, wherefore is a stamp set on their hearts so that they do
not understand!
And when thou seest them, their persons please thee; but if they speak, thou
listenest to their speech: they are like timber propped up: they reckon every
noise against them! They are the foe, so beware of them!-God fight against
them, how they lie! And when it is said to them, 'Come, and the Apostle of God
will ask forgiveness for you! they turn away their heads, and thou mayest see
them turning away since they are so big with pride! It is the same to them
whether thou dost ask forgiveness for them, or whether thou dost not ask
forgiveness for them,- God will not forgive them; verily, God guides not a
people who work abomination! They it is who say, 'Expend not in alms upon those
who are with the Apostle of God, in order that they may desert him!'-but God's
are the treasures of the heavens and the earth; but the hypocrites have no
sense!
They say, 'If we return to el Medinah, the mightier will surely drive out the
meaner therefrom;' but to God belongs the might, and to His Apostle and to the
believers; but the hypocrites do not know! O ye who believe! let not your
property nor your children divert you from the remembrance of God,- for
whosoever does that, they are those who lose!
But expend in alms of what we have bestowed upon you before death come on any
one of you, and he says, 'My Lord! wouldst thou but have respited me till an
appointed time nigh at hand, then would I surely give in charity and be among
the righteous!' But God will never respite a soul when its appointed time has
come: and God of what ye do is well aware!
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