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In the Writings of Bahau'llah, the term "Afnan’ is used to refer to the
maternal family of the Bab. A definition is given in the following Tablet,
revealed in honor of the martyred Mirza'Ali-Muhammad Varga (d. 1896):

In response to your question about the meaning of the terms 'Aghsan’ and

'‘Afnan’, when the Supreme Pen hath mentioned the Afnan, We have intended the
descendants of the Primal Point. Verily, in this Dispensation, al have been
summoned to the Most Exalted Horizon and guided to the Most Great Ocean. At the
beginning of Our Days, a specia prayer was revealed for the Afnan, which
ordained that they would be faithful to the Manifestation of God and recognize
Him. God willing, they will arise to fulfil what hath been decreed for them and
will remain firm and steadfast in the Cause of God. Blessed are those whom We
have called by this name, Afnan. Verily, the sweet fragrance of the

All-Merciful hath been wafted from them. Moreover, We have established them as
twigs of Our own Tree. Verily, thisis Our favor upon them. We beseech God to
protect them from the traces of the pen and the veils of knowledge. We have
bestowed this gift on some in the Book, the contents of which are concealed

from al save the Lord of Creation. Soon what hath been ordained for them by

the Almighty, the All-knowing, will appear.[1]

The term 'Afnan’ isthe plura of the word fanan, which in Arabic refersto a
straight and verdant branch. In the Qur'an's Surih of Rahman (the Merciful),
the term was used to describe the celestial dwelling of the righteous. This
dwelling has two heavenly trees, one of which is caled 'the Afnan.'[2]
Similarly, Islamic Traditions refer to a firm branch.[3]

Thefirst genealogy of the Bab's family was offered at the beginning of The
Dawn-Breakers by Shoghi Effendi. The following table provides an extension of
that genealogy for the Afnan family. It is followed by a biographical outline.

| am grateful to Abu'l-Qasim Afnan, Hasan Afnan, Firdaws Afnan, and Maryam
Rabbani for their generous help in preparing it.



Descendants of Aga Mirza Siyyid Muhammad

Note: The generation number (1st, 2nd, etc.) is given first, followed with the
individual designation number given in pointed brackets, . If the spouse was
also amember of the Afnan family, then their designation number follows "m",
asin, m.

1 AgaMirza Siyyid Muhammead

....... 2 Mirza'Abid

................. 3 H§i Mirza Siyyid 'Ali

........................... 4 H§i Mirza Abu'l-Qasim
..................................... 5 Maryam-Sultdn-Bagum m

6 Mirza Habibu'lldh Afnén

......................................................... 7 Firdaws Afnan

......................................................... 7 Ab(1-Qésim

......................................................... 7 Tayyibih Afnan
......................................................... 7 Nayyirih Afnan
......................................................... 7 Aminu'llah Afnén
......................................................... 7 Hasan Afnén
............................................... 6 Mirza Diyau'lldh m
......................................................... 7 Mirza Siyyid

......................................................... 7 MirzaBahai
......................................................... 7 Mirza'Abbas
......................................................... 7 Farahangiz m
......................................................... 7 Thurayyam
......................................................... 7 Nuri'd-Din
............................................... 6 Hgjiyyih Tuba
............................................... 6 AgaSiyyid Aga
......................................................... 7 MirzaFathu'lldh
......................................................... 7 Mirza

7 Dr. Nasru'llah



......................................................... 7 Muzaffar Khan m
......................................................... 7 Ridvan

......................................................... 7 Aga Siyyid Hadi
......................................................... 7 Siyyid Mihdi m
............................................... 6 MirzaJald
......................................................... 7 Mirza'Ali

......................................................... 7 MirzaFadiu'lldh
......................................................... 7 'Aliyyih Khanum
......................................................... 7 Mirza

......................................................... 7 Akbar Agam
............................................... 6 Mirza Buzurg
..................................... 5 Siyyid Muhammad-Husayn
............................................... 6 Qudsiyyih Khanum m
............................................... 6 Aga Siyyid Mihdi
............................................... 6 Mirza Rahim
............................................... 6 Rubabih
............................................... 6 MirzaH&di Shirazi
......................................................... 7 Shoghi Effendi

......................................................... 7 Ruhangiz

......................................................... 7 Mihrangiz

......................................................... 7 Husayn Effendi

......................................................... 7 Riyad Effendi

..................................... 5 Mirza Abu'l-Hasan m



6 Munavvar Khanum m

5 Mirza Mahmud m

6 AghaBagum m

5 Mirza'Ali

5 Mirzalbrédhim

5 Fatimih-Sultan Bagum

6 Mirza'Ali-Muhammad Khéan

7 Husayn Balyuzi

7 'Abbas Balyuzi

7 Hasan Muvaggar

7 'Abdu'llah Balyuzi

6 Ahmad Aga

7 'Abdu’'l-Husayn

7 'Abdu'l-'Ali

............................................... 6 Muniriyh
..................................... 5 S&r&-Sultdn Bagum m
6 Mirza'Abdu'l-Husayn

6 Bagum Aghé&

6 AghaBagum m

7 Mirza

................................................................... 8 Thurayya
7 Mirza



................................................................... 8 Firishtih
......................................................... 7 Mirza

......................................................... 7 Faraghiyyih m
............................................... 6 MirzaAminu'llah
............................................... 6 MirzaHabibu'lldh

........................... 4 H§i Mirza Siyyid Hasan m
..................................... 5H§i Siyyid Mirzam
..................................... 5 Siyyid Ahmad m
..................................... 5H§i Siyyid Muhammad m
............................................... 6 Ruhangiz m
............................................... 6 'Aliyyih
..................................... 5H§i Siyyid 'Ali Afnan
............................................... 6 Nayyir Afndn m
............................................... 6 Husayn Afnéan
......................................................... 7 Furdghiyyih

............................................... 6 Faydi Afnan m
............................................... 6 Hasan Afndh m
..................................... 5 MirzdMuhsin
............................................... 6 Ruhi Effendi Afnan
............................................... 6 Suhayl Afnan
............................................... 6 Fu'édd Afnéan
............................................... 6 Thurayya Afnan m
..................................... 5 S&hib-Sultan Bagum m
............................................... 6 'Aliyihm



Habibu'lldh m
......................................................... 7 Ruhangiz Mahdavi

......................................................... 7 MUnirih Mahdavi m
................................................................... 8 Tahirih
..................................... 5 Fatimih-Sultdn-Bagum m
..................................... 5 Shams-Sultan Bagum m
..................................... 5 Siyyid Husayn
..................................... 5 Bibi-Sakinih m
............................................... 6 Farhangiz m
............................................... 6 Diy&iyyihm
..................................... 5 Tayyibih Khanum
........................... 4 Zahré&-Bagum

..................................... 5 AgaMirza AgaNdri'd-Din m
................. 3 MirzA Muhammad-Husayn
........................... 4 Fatimih-Bagum
..................................... 5'Ali-Muhammad (the Bab) m
........................... 4 H§i Mirza Siyyid Muhammad
..................................... 5 H§i MirzAMuhammad-Tagi m
............................................... 6 H§i MirzAMahmad m
............................................... 6 H§i Mirza Siyyid

............................................... 6 Siyyid Aga
............................................... 6 Bagum-Sahib m
............................................... 6 Fatimih-Bagum m
......................................................... 7 Mirz4

......................................................... 7 Khdnum Hayam
......................................................... 7 Munirih



......................................................... 7 Hawiyyihm
......................................................... 7 AghaBagum m

............................................... 6 Bibi-Sultan-Bagum m
......................................................... 7 Mirza

............................................... 6 Khanum-Ligam
......................................................... 7 Rahmaniyyih

......................................................... 7 Farhangiz

......................................................... 7 Muhammad-Husayn

......................................................... 7 Mirza

............................................... 6 Maryam-Bagum m

......................................................... 7 Dr. Mihdi Mahdavi

......................................................... 7 RUham
..................................... 5 H§ji MirzA Muhammad-'Ali
............................................... 6 MirzaAga Taryaki m
..................................... 5 H§i MirzaBuzurg
..................................... 5 Bibi-Jan-Jan Bagum m
..................................... 5 Khadijih-Sultdn-Bagum m
............................................... 6 Mirza'Ali Taryaki
......................................................... 7 Féatimih
........................... 4 Hgji Mirza Hasan-'Ali
..................................... 5 Bibi-Zahra Bagum m



..................................... 5 H§i MirzaAga
............................................... 6 Mirzda Muhammad-Bagir m
............................................... 6 Mirza Jad
............................................... 6 Mirz&'Ali
............................................... 6 Mirza Javad m
......................................................... 7 Muluk

......................................................... 7 Furlgh
......................................................... 7 Mirza

......................................................... 7 (daughter)
......................................................... 7 (daughter)
..................................... 5 H4i Siyyid Mihdi
............................................... 6 Siyyid Mirzam
............................................... 6 Mirza Buzurg m
............................................... 6 Siyyid Muhammad m m
............................................... 6 Siyyid'Alim
............................................... 6 Safaiyyih m
............................................... 6 Vafdiyyihm
..................................... 5H§i Siyyid Husayn m
..................................... 5H§i Siyyid Jafar m
........................... 4 H§i Mirza Siyyid 'Ali
..................................... 5 Mirza Javad m

The following isabrief biographical sketch of the consanguineous members of
the Afnan family who are mentioned in this volume or are of some other
historical interest.[4] The notes are in numerical order and use the same
numbering system as the genealogy chart.

Mirza'Abid: A son of Mirza Siyyid Muhammad. He was known as Mirza
Zaynu'l-'Abidin.

Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Husayn: The B&b's maternal grandfather.

H&ji Mirza Siyyid 'Ali: He was a wholesale merchant involved in importing



and exporting through Shiraz and its port of Bushihr. He was married to
H&jiyyih Bibi.

Fatimih Bagum: The mother of the Bab. She came from awell-known and highly
respected cloth merchant family in Shiraz that traced its ancestry to Imam

Husayn. She married Siyyid Muhammad-Rida, a member of another merchant family
from Shiraz. They had several children who did not survive. The only child to

live to adulthood was Siyyid 'Ali-Muhammad, the Bab, who was born on 20

October 1819. When Fatimih Bagum's husband died afew years later, she went to
live in the house of her brother, H4ji Mirza Siyyid 'Ali, who acted as her

Son's guardian. In 1842, she arranged for the marriage of her Son to Khadijih

Bagum and lived with them in their House.

When the Béb first put forward His claim in 1844, F&timih Bagum did not
immediately become a believer, although her brother, H§i Siyyid Mirza
Muhammad, influenced her to hold a sympathetic view of the movement.[5] She was
greatly distressed by the way Husayn Khén, the governor of Shiraz, treated

her Son and by the raid that officials made on their House. When the Bab | eft

Shiréz for Isfahan in October 1846, the people and government officials of

the city continued to harass the family.

According to Nabil A'zam, before the Béb left Shirdz, He prepared His will
and bequeathed the estate to His mother and His wife, with the whole reverting
to Hiswife, Khadijih Bagum, when His mother died.[6]

News of her Son reached Fatimih Bagum only sporadically. When He was executed
in Tabriz in 1850, the family kept the news from her for more than ayear. The
grief of the news and the hostility of friends and some family members finally
caused her to move to Karbalain Rabi'u'l-Avval AH 1268 [December 1851]. She
took with her: H§i Mubérak, the Ethiopian servant of the Bab purchased in
Bushihr; Bibi Gawhar, aunt of the Mavaggari‘'d-Dawlih; and her own

mother.[7] Later, Hgi 'Abdu’l-Majid and his wife, who were both Babis,

joined her. During this period, the family worried about her living in the

'‘Atabédt and, on at least one occasion, Khajidih Bagum considered visiting

her. When she consulted Bahdu'lldh about this, He said: "In response to your
note stating that the mother of the Exalted One, may the spirit of all be a
sacrificeto Him, wants you to travel to that land [Karbal &), know that this
ismost pleasing. Should you undertake thisjourney, it will assuredly be a
source of happiness for her."[8]

Up to thistime, Fatimih Bagum was not a Babi. Mirza Habibu'llah reports
Bahdu'lldh's stating that Mirza 'Y ahya Azal's action in marrying the

Béb's second wife drove Fatimih Bagum away from accepting the Faith. While
Bahdu'lléh was in Baghdad, He arranged for the wife of H§ji 'Abdu’l-Majid
and for H§i Siyyid Javad Karbal&i, an old friend of Fatimih Bagum's

family, to speak to her about the Faith.[9] Eventually, she became a believer.
She continued to live in Karbald until her death in about 1881.

In the Qayyumu'l-Asma, Surih 28, the Béb refers to Fatimih Bagum as
Ummu'l-Mu'minin [mother of the believers] and Ummu'dh-Dhikr [mother of the



Remembrance]. Bahau'llah refers to her as Khayru'n-Nisa [the best of women]
and forbids all others, except Khadijih Bagum, from adopting this title.[10]

One of the objectives of the Ten Y ear Crusade was to locate the grave of
Fatimih Bagum. Thusfar, the Irag Baha'is have not been able to do so.

H&ji Mirza Siyyid Muhammad: The oldest of the B&b's maternal uncles and
the recipient of the Kitab-i igan. He was also known as Khé Akbar [great
uncle].

Kha Akbar was born in 1798 and was a merchant. His wife, H§jiyyih Bibi
Féatimih-Sahib, was a daughter of Hgji Muhammad-Muhsin and a member of
another prominent merchant family trading in Shiréz and Bashihr. Khdl Akbar
ran the family office in Bashihr. The B&b was closely associated with him
during the first four years He worked as a merchant there.

Several years before the Bab's declaration, Khal Akbar was concerned that the
Béb's preoccupation with religious matters would create problems. Later, he
met Mulla'Ali Bastami, whom the Bab had sent as a messenger, and began to
have a change of heart. The Bab stayed with him when He passed through
Bushihr on His pilgrimage journey. On His return, the Bab stayed with him
once more, arriving on 15 May 1845 and staying for 10 days before leaving for
Shiréz. It seems that during this time the uncle recognized in the Béb
unrivalled spiritual powers. When Kha Akbar returned to Shiréaz, he fell

under the suspicion attached to all members of the Bab's family, despite his
outward protestations of orthodoxy.

In the late 1850s, the young Aga Mirza Aga began urging Khél Akbar to
renew his commitment to the Babi Faith and accept the Bab as the promised
Q4&im. Since his sister, the Bab's mother, was living in Karbal4, he agreed
to visit Bahau'llah while passing through Baghdad. He was received by
Bahau'llah in early January 1861. At Bahau'lléh's request, he wrote out

the questions that disturbed him about why the Bab had not literally fulfilled
Islamic prophecies.[11] Over the next two days and nights, Bah&u'llah
revealed the Kitdb-i igan in reply. After this, Khdl Akbar became fully
aware of the Bab's station.

He became a Bahdi in 1867 when Nabil came to Shiraz with news of
Bahau'llah's claim to be "Him Whom God will make manifest." He passed away
in Shiraz in 1876 and was immortalized with a Tablet of Visitation revealed

by Bahau'llah.[12]

H&ji Mirza Hasan-'Ali: The youngest of the Bab's maternal uncles. He was
known as Khél Asghar [youngest uncle]. He lived in Y azd and traded on the
family's behalf in eastern Iran. He married H§jiyyih Bibi Gawhar, the
daughter of Hgji 'Abdu'r-Rasul Shirézi,[13] another Shiraz merchant.

He remained unsympathetic to his Nephew's movement for many years. Although he
accompanied his brother to Irag, he refused to meet Bahdu'lléh. He was

finally converted in the late 1860s through the concerted efforts of several

famous Bahdi teachers: Muhammad-Ibrahim Muballigh, Nabil Akbar, and



Mulla S&diq Khurasani. He died in Y azd but was buried in Karbala. The
location of his graveis not known.

H&ji Mirza Siyyid 'Ali: The second of the Bab's maternal uncles. He was

born at the turn of the 19th century. Although in terms of age he was the

second of the maternal uncles, he was referred to as Khdl A'zam [most great
uncle]. Thiswas because of his devotion to the Bab and spiritual attainments.
Heis best known for being the Bab's guardian and one of the Seven Martyrs of
Tihran.

He was a well-traveled merchant, prominent in the business community, and
respected for his piety. He and his two brothers carried on a business

importing from and exporting to India. He was married to a maternal half-sister
of Khadijih Bagum, who was known in the family as'Ammih H§i.[14] When the
Bab's father died, Khal A'zam assumed the guardianship of the Bab and His
mother. He was very attached to his Nephew and reared Him in his own home with
agreat deal of attention. Seeing that his Nephew had no particular interest in
formal studies, he put Him in charge of the family's trading officein

Buashihr. He later traveled to Karbalato try to persuade the Bab to return

home.

Vakilu'd-Dawlih notes that around 1840, Siyyid 'Ali retired from the business
world and joined the messianic rank of those who anticipated the appearance of
the Qaim. This may well have been due to his Shaykhi proclivities. However,
thereis aso evidence that he continued his trading activities into 1845.

H&ji Mirza Siyyid 'Ali became a Babi in June 1845 through the efforts of
Quddus, whom the Béb had sent ahead of Him to Shiréz after His pilgrimage.
When the Bab returned to Shiraz under arrest, Khd A'zam approached the
governor and stood as surety for the Bab to obtain His release. During the
remainder of the Bab's stay in Shiraz, He sometimes lived in Hisuncle's
house. When the Bab was arrested in October 1846, Hgji Mirza Siyyid 'Ali
was beaten so severely that he was bedridden for three months.

After the Bab left Shirdz, Khal A'zam tried to shield the Bab's wife and

mother from the news of Hisimprisonment and sufferings. When he received news
of the Bab's transfer to Chihrig and His trial and beating with the

bastinado, he set out to see the Bab once more. He left in 1848, going first

to Y azd, where he settled his business accounts with his brother, H§ji

Mirza Hasan-'Ali, and entrusted the Bab's business capital to him. He

eventually reached Chihrig and stayed a short time with the Bab but was soon
forced to leave. He went to Qazvin and then traveled to Mazandaran in order

to join the Babis at Shaykh Tabarsi.[15] However, the Tabarsi conflict had

ended by the time he reached Barfurtsh, so he went to Tihran.

Khél A'zam lived in the capital for atime at the house of Muhammad Big
Chéparchi. Muhammad Big had been the commander of the Bab's escort from
Kulayn to Adharbayjan and had now become a believer. Khal A'zam associated
freely with the Babis of Tihran. Bahau'llah's brother, Mirza MUs3,

warned him to leave in order to avoid arrest, but he made no attempt to avoid



the danger and was among the prominent Babis arrested in February 1850.

Mirza Tagi Khén, the prime minister, interrogated Siyyid 'Ali himself.

Khél A'zam refused to recant, saying that he had seen the wonders of the
Prophets of the past in his Nephew and was willing and eager to face martyrdom
on His behalf. He also rejected other offers to save himself by recanting.

Before his execution in the Sabzih-Maydan, he took God as his witness that he
wasto die only for hisfaith, not for having committed any transgression. He
was beheaded before a large crowd and became the first of the Seven Martyrs of
Tihrén to die that day. The burial site of the Seven Martyrsis known as

Maydan Aminu's-Saltanih and is situated between the two gates of the city,
‘Abdu’l-A'zim and Naw.

Khél A'zam's house in Shiraz was designated by 'Abdu’l-Baha as a
Mashrigu'l-Adhkar. It belonged to the Bahai community until Bah&i
properties were seized during the Iranian revolution of 1979.

Zahra Bagum: Referred to in the Writings as 'Ukht Haram' [sister of the wife
of the B&b]. In 1838-39, she married Aga Mirza Zaynu'l-'Abidin, a

paternal cousin of the Bab. She became a Bébi in the 1850s, after the
conversion of her son, Aga Mirza Aga, and a Bah&i about a decade

later. She was very close to the wife of the Bab and was one of the few who
dared to visit her during the difficult days after the Bab's arrest in 1846.
During this time, she was known to dress as a beggar and visit her sister's
House to lend her support. After her sister's death in 1882, she moved into the
Béb's House in Shiréz and lived there until her own death in October 1889.
On Bah4u'lléh'sinstructions, the custodians of the House of the Bab are
chosen from her descendants. She was buried near Khadijih Bagum.

Zahra Bagum received many Tablets from Bahau'lléh, two of which are quoted
below.

Ukht Haram.
The Wondrous, the Most Great!

O leaf! God willing, through the bounties of the Lord of Creation, thou wilt be
attached to the divine Lote-Tree in all the worlds. Heavenly favors have been
decreed for each one of you and will continue to surround thee. Praise to the
Lord of Eternity that thou hast attained the greatest bounty, the recognition

of the Most Great Beauty. By God's |leave, may thou always be engaged in
praising the Merciful with the utmost spirit and joy....[16]

A second Tablet by Bahau'llah in honor of Zahra Bagum reads:

Sh[iraz]. The sacred leaf, the mother of the Afnan, upon her be the glory of
God, the Most Glorious.

He is Governor over the Supreme Horizon!

O My leaf and mother of My Afnén, upon him rest forever the glory of God, and
His bounty and His mercy, in both the heavens and the earth!



Y ou have endured in the path of God that which hath caused the hearts of the
denizens of the cities of justice and equity to be filled with sorrow. Y et,

since all that occurred was sustained in the path of God, then it isvery
important and best to be patient and forbearing.

The exalted leaf[ 17]—upon her rest the glory of God, His mercy, and His
bounties—and thine esteemed self, have always been in our thoughts and will
alwaysremain so. | swear by the supreme Day-Star, Which is evident and
manifest over the horizon of the Most Great Prison, that what hath been
ordained for the Afnans is such that naught besides can compare with it.

The world testifies to its own evanescence. Every discerning person can readily
and at all times see the world's impermanence, and every ear can hear itscry
and lamentation.

The station that the Supreme Pen hath decreed for the Afnansisthe
remembrance of God, His praise, and teaching of His Cause to a prescribed
degree. No other station is greater than this. What hath been revealed in the
Tablets is such that the entire world cannot be compared to one word of
it....[18]

Khadijih Bagum: The wife of the Bab. Sheis occasionally referred to as
K hadijih-Sultén Bagum.

K hadijih Bagum was a cousin of the Bab's mother. Marriages to cousins are
common in many Muslim countries because they are believed to strengthen family
ties. Khadijih Bagum's mother was H§jiyyih Bibi, a native of Jahrum. Her

first marriage was to Aga Muhammad-Tagji and, from this marriage she had a

son named Muhammad-Mihdi Hijjab and a daughter named H§jiyyih Bibi
Jan-Jan, who later married Khél A'zam. Khadijih Bagum's father, Aga

Mirza'Ali, was awholesale merchant involved in importing and exporting
through Shiréz and its port of Bushihr. His residence was located in the

Bazaar Murgh quarter.[19]

As explained in previous chapters, Bahau'llah bestowed the custodianship of
the House of the Bab on Khadijih Bagum:

Bahau'llah.

In the Name of God, the Ruler, the Wise, the Ever-present Fashioner of the
heavens and the earth.

O you the near onesin Sh[iraz]! Under al conditions, the Supreme Pen hath
testified and always will: God is Single, the One, the Almighty, the
All-powerful, the All-conquering, the Omnipotent. He doeth as He pleaseth and
ordaineth whatever He willeth. He is the Compassionate, the Generous!

We have bestowed the custodianship of the Blessed House upon the exalted leaf,
the wife of the Primal Point, and her sister, upon them rest the glory of God
and His mercy and His favor. God hath granted the custodianship for this House.
Verily, He is adorned with the robe of generosity and hath fixed His seal on
this command, for Heis the Almighty, the Beloved. From her Lord, the Merciful,



this honor and benevolence hath been bestowed upon the sister and her
descendants. He is the Munificent and the Compassionate, and He is the Generous
and the Bounteous.[20]

A Tablet was revealed shortly after the passing of Khadijih Bagum.[21] Itis
dated 17 Muharram AH 1300 (28 November 1882) and is addressed to
Nuri'd-Din.[22] It indicates that while Khadijih Bagum was sending her fina
letter to Bahau'llah, the Supreme Pen wasin spiritual commune with her and
was responding to her message:

...1 beseech Thee, O Possessor of all names and Creator of the heavens, to
ordain for Thy Afnan[23] that which will protect him from all else besides
Thee, and to bestow upon him a measure of Thy patience and to enable him to
attain that which isworthy of Thy Days. Thou art the All-mighty, the
All-knowing, the All-informed.

Even though the calamitous news of her passing hath set every limb and organ
aflame, yet these days are the Days of the Manifestation, and patience must be
observed in all situations. This hath been revealed by the One Who isto be
obeyed. May the Almighty God adorn all with the robe of His patience. Heis
sufficient unto all creation.

Praise be to God! Several months ago, a specia Tablet was revealed from the
heaven of the divine will in honor of the exalted leaf, the most esteemed lady
and the most melodious song.[24] This servant [Mirza Aga Jan] waslost in
thought over what was revealed, yet asked no questions because of His manifest
might and sovereignty. A while ago, instructions were issued for a clean copy
of that sacred and most holy Tablet to be prepared and sent. Now, considering
the content of her letter, it hath become clear that at the same time as she

was writing her |etter, aresponse was being revea ed from the heaven of divine
favor.

Bah4u'lldh was greatly disappointed about what had led to Khadijih Bagum's
untimely death. He revealed the following for Nuri‘d-Din on 4 Rabi'u'l-Avval
AH 1301 (3 January 1884):

The honored Afnéns,[25] upon them rest all My glory, the Most Glorious,
arrived in Beirut and, afterwards, by Our leave, gradually and individually
arrived here. Having entered the canopy of Our favors and might, one by one
they returned. Regarding what had happened, they stated that their plan was
that, after arriving in Beirut, Siyyid 'Ali would return to Sh[iraz] to
accompany the exalted leaf to thisland of God. They stated that they had
designed the plan in this way because they feared going to Sh[iréz] any
earlier might provoke the foes and enemies to act and prevent all from
attaining Our presence. It was even asserted that, despite such caution, the
enemies caused disturbances along the way; but creation, protection, and
liberty are all in the hands of God, and He is the All-bountiful, the
All-generous. In short, such excuses were heard from one after another. But the
Lord hath knowledge of all things; He is the All-knowing, the All-informed.



Nevertheless, it would have been best [if they had] carried out the wishes of

the illustrious exalted leaf, as this was most pleasing and acceptable to God;

but it was otherwise ordained. The One True God is My witness! Our heart hath
melted in agony that she was deprived of this pilgrimage, and all the dwellers
under the tabernacle of purity and might are most sorrowful and despondent. At
one point, the Tongue of Grandeur spoke these exalted words: "O ‘Abd-i
Hadir![ever-present servant] The effect of what hath happened may well appear
on earth." More recently, this utterance was spoken by His blessed Tongue:
"Write to My Afnan [who had promised to escort the Bab's wife] that we agreed
and consented to the exalted leaf's request. Currently, the honored persons
continue to stand ready and prepared to fulfil that promise, though they have
not spoken of it." He further stated, "Write of this matter to the Afnan, upon
him be the glory of God, as he was well aware of such a promise beforehand. We
desired to fulfil what We had assured the exalted |eaf."[ 26]

It seems that there was considerable interest among certain Baha'is of

Shiréz to serve as custodian of the resting-place of Khadijih Bagum. In a
Tablet dated 4 Rabi'u'l-Avval AH 1301 (3 January 1884), Bahdu'lldh informs
Nuri'd-Din that aletter was recently received from Hgji Mirza

Haydar-'Ali containing several requests that were all replied to.

Bah&u'llah then states:

Further, he[27] requested that the custodianship of the blessed shrine of the
exalted leaf and the resting-place of the illustrious Afnan Kabir—that is,

the celebrated Khal[28]—be given to Hgji Mirza Fadlu'llah. H§ji

Mirza Fadlu'lldh hath also petitioned for this, as have afew other near

ones. After he attained Our presence and made the same request, the Tongue of
the King of Creation uttered these sacred words: "All mattersrelating to the
sacred |eaf are to be referred to the honored Aga Mirza Aga Afnan."

In the following Tablet, the Master issued instructions about the sacredness of
the resting-place of Khadijih Bagum:

Heis God.

Sh[iraz]. Theillustrious Afnén of the sacred Lote-Tree planted on Sinai,
upon him be the glory of God, the Most Glorious.

O Afnén of the Tree beyond which there is no passing and of the friends of the
Blessed Beauty! The sacred House [of the Bab] and the point of adoration of

the denizens of the Concourse on High must be protected and preserved with the
greatest wisdom and looked after and cared for with exhaustive effort. This
Servant is but one of the attendants of that Threshold. Therefore, consider how
truly precious that pinnacle of divine veneration isin the Abha Kingdom. All

the inhabitants of Fars dwell under the shadow of that sanctified altar.

Concerning the sacred, fragrant, and resplendent sepulcher of the illustrious
wife [of the B&b]—My spirit yearns to inhale the holy scent of that
dust—you must protect it with the greatest care until the time when her
shrine is built. On behalf of this Servant, the Afnan of the sacred Lote-Tree



must circumambulate that sacred ground, where the spirit of the Sacred Ones
circlein adoration, and visit that perfumed and sanctified resting-place.

'‘Abdu’l-Baha'Abbés.[29]

When Khadijih Bagum died, Bahdu'llah instructed Zahra Bagum to live in the
House of the Béb.

H&ji Mirza Siyyid Hasan: Commonly known as Afnan Kabir. Although he was a
merchant by profession, he spent some time as a theology student in Shiréz
and Isfahan and, throughout his life, retained an interest in theology and the
exact sciences. It isreported that he taught medicine and had many
students.[30] He built an observatory in his housein Y azd to pursue his
interest in astronomy. There is some evidence that he was hostile to the Bab

at first,[31] although 'Abdu’l-Baha credits him with having been abeliever in
the time of the B&b.[32] In any case, he played no active role until he

accepted Bahau'llah some years later. Towards the latter part of hislife,

he lived in Beirut, where he and his sons ran one of the branches of the
Afnan's trading company. He was married to Bibi-Jan-Jan Bagum and they had
11 children. Two of his sons married into Bahdu'lldh's family. In hisfina
years, heretired to 'Akké, where Professor Edward G. Browne met himin
1890.[33] He died at the age of 85, afew monthg[34] after Bahdu'lldh, and
was buried in Manshiyih cemetery near Bahji.[35]

H4ji Mirza Abl'l-Qasim: An older brother to Khadijih Bagum. He was born
in 1811 and was known as Saqga-K hénih because he had once built a public
fountain across from his office. His wife was Sahib-Sultan Bagum of Jahrum.
He carried on his father's extensive trading activities and became avery
affluent merchant. In the early 1840s, he had business connections with the
Bab. Many years later, he became a Bah&i. Throughout hislife, he was the
main source of support for hisyounger sister, Khadijih Bagum, and saw to her
comfort. He passed away in Shiréz in 1887 and was buried near his sister.[36]
Subsequently, Bahau'lléh revealed the following Tablet in honor of his son,

Mirza Abd'l-Hasan:

...O My Afnan, O Abul'l-Hasan! Upon thee rest My glory! Hearken to the call of
this Wronged One and, through the pure water of divine remembrance, sanctify
your heart from the dust of sorrow that hath beclouded thee. Although what
happened was indeed a great calamity, yet patience and forbearance are
particularly worthy qualitiesin the sight of God. He is the Patient One and
commands all His servants to act with dignified forbearance....

Convey the greetings of this Wronged One to all your kindred and counsel them
to be resigned and forbearing. Today isaday for praise, glorification, and
service to the Cause. The chosen ones, particularly the Afnan, must be engaged
at al timesin teaching and promoting the Faith. The Supreme Pen hath revealed
for the Afnan what will endure for as long as the names and attributes of God
will endure. Y ou must make an effort to maintain this exalted station....[37]

Siyyid 'Ali-Muhammad, the Bab



H&ji Mirza Muhammad-Taqgi: He is famous for building the first
Mashriqu'l-Adhkar in the Bahai world. He was born in 1830 in Shiréz.

After completing his studies at age 15, he went to Bushihr where he succeeded
the B&b in hisfather's firm. He was in Bushihr when the B&b returned from

his pilgrimage in 1845. In about 1854, he moved to Y azd where he married Bibi
Zahra Bagum and sometime later married a second wife who brought a daughter
named Maryam Bagum to the marriage.

In Y azd, his business prospered and reached as far as Hong Kong. As aleading
merchant in town, he was appointed the consular agent for Russia, a position
that afforded some protection from extortion by the Iranian officials. He was
given thetitle Vakilu'd-Dawlih [agent of the state], but 'Abdu'l-Baha named
him Vakilu'l-Haqq [agent of God]. His cheerful and generous character won the
respect of many, even though he was well known as a Bahdi. He was on good
terms with all the governors of Y azd, many of whom consulted him about their
affairs. The following is recorded by Muhammad-Tahir Malmiri, who was a
close associate of the Vakilu'd-Dawlih:

One of the divine blessings bestowed upon the friends in Y azd was that alarge
number of the illustrious Afnans of the sacred Lote-Tree lived in that city.

It is beyond the ability of my pen and tongue to recount their qualities. Even
though outwardly these sanctified beings did not teach the Faith to others, yet
they conducted themselvesin Y azd with such goodly character and impressive
behavior that, truly, this ephemeral servant cannot describe their vast
influence. This luminous company and divine symbol of guidance was the cause of
recognition for large numbersin Yazd. High and low have testified that these
blessed persons were the effulgent signs, radiant proofs, and sanctified
emblems of the Cause. They were the essence of chastity, faithfulness, and
wisdom; and, even though they would not openly speak of the Faith or admit
affiliation with the Cause, all the inhabitants of Y azd were certain that they
were among the Baha'is and the Afnan of the sacred and divine Tree, and none
dared be presumptuous towards them.

All the Afnans had officesin the Saray-i Khajih and controlled the city's
commerce. However, they conducted themselves in such away that learned and
unlettered, peasants and noblemen, young and old would freely say, "These men
are indeed heavenly angels. They are worthy of their station as descendants of
the Prophet of Islam. We are not concerned with their [current] beliefs because
of their holy lineage."

The honored H§ji Mirza Hasan-'Ali, who was an uncle of the Bab, would
frequently attend the mosque and offer [Muslim] prayers. His three sons, Hgji
Mirza Aga, H4ji Siyyid Mihdi, and H§i Siyyid Husayn, each had a
magnificent office, were pillars of commerce and employed a large staff of
secretaries, accountants, attendants, and others. Despite their immense wealth
and attainments, they were nevertheless very lowly and humble. It was truly
astonishing and bewildering.

One of them was the honored H§ji Mirza Muhammad-Taqi, the



Vakilu'd-Dawlih, the official representative of the Russian government. He had
won a specia medal and displayed aflag over his house. Indeed, he was more
accomplished than the others. He conducted himself with such tranquility,
courtesy, humility, and selflessness, and dealt with people with such
compassion, love, and equity, that when he passed through the streets, all the
pedestrians would pause and, with great respect, defer to him, often bowing low
before him. When a dispute took place between the merchants, they invariably
would consider hisword the final say and deciding factor. The day that he
received a large golden emblem from the Russian government, several of the
principal merchants happened to be his guestsin his office. For two hours he
wore that emblem, but never again. In His Tablets, Bahau'llah has addressed
him as, "O essence of respect!" In some other Tablets, heis addressed, "O
essence of meekness!"[38]

'‘Abdu'l-Baha put H§ji Mirza Muhammad-Tagi in charge of building the
Mashriqu'l-Adhkar in 'Ishgébéd. H§i MirzAa Muhammad-Tagi closed his
businessin Yazd and set out on 4 April 1900 for Russia. When he arrived in
Mashhad en route, the authorities and prominent citizens warmly welcomed him.
In their company, he went on pilgrimage to the shrine of the eighth Imam. For
some time, people cameto visit him, and this aroused the jealousy of the
divines. They schemed to prevent him from entering the shrine for a second
visit. However, on the appointed day, the custodian of the shrine,
Nasiru'l-Mulk Shirézi, was also going for avisit. He was an old friend of

the Vakilu'd-Dawlih, and, when he saw his friend, he deferred to him and
showed him great consideration. Through this incident, not only were the
opponents frustrated but also was the Nasiru'l-Mulk able to renew his
friendship. Over the course of several meetings with the Vakilu'd-Dawlih, he
became a believer. When the Vakilu'd-Dawlih arrived in 'Ishgabéd, he
supervised the construction of the Mashriqu'l-Adhkér, using the plans and
instructions sent by 'Abdu’l-Baha and paying much of the cost himself. By
1906, the building was almost complete.[39]

In mid-1900, 'Abdu’'l-Baha wrote to him confidentially about the troubles that
surrounded Him in the Holy Land and instructed him to form the Universal House
of Justice in the event of His slaying:

Asto'Abdu'l-Bahd, Heisnow in very great danger, beset by countless grave
perils. Therefore, you must arise with the greatest strength and steadfastness
and gather the Afnén of the divine Lote-Tree together. By thisis meant that
you must unite them in spirit and purpose, and let them join in harmony and
concord with the Hands of the Cause, so that the Universal House of Justice may
be formed as far as thisis practicable and the provisions of the Will and
Testament can be implemented when thisis necessary. It isincumbent upon the
Afnan of the holy Tree to stand in the forefront and to shield and protect the
mighty stronghold of the Cause of God. In thisway, they will become the
recipients of such favors aswill benefit the station that has been graciously
conferred upon them.[40]

Sometime later, Vakilu'd-Dawlih settled in Haifa. 'Abdu’'l-Baha remembered



him as "an uncommonly happy man"[41] and ranked him as one of the 24 elders
mentioned in the Book of Revelation.[42] He passed away in Haifa on 30 August
1911 at the age of 81 and was the first to be buried in the Haifa Baha'i
cemetery.[43] 'Abdu’l-Baharevea ed two Tablets of Visitation in his

honor.[44]

H&ji Mirza Muhammad-'Ali: Born in 1824, he was the oldest son of the Kh&l
Akbar. He was a successful, wealthy merchant who extended the family's trading
links to China. He lived there for some time, having his home and officein

Hong Kong and a warehouse in Shanghai.[45] He also visited India often.[46]

While on pilgrimage to Meccain 1859, H§ji MirzA Muhammad-'Ali, his

brother H§i Mirza Muhammad-Tagqi, and his cousin H§ji Siyyid Mihdi

visited Bahdu'lléh in Baghdad, the first of the Afnénsto do so. It appears

that they became believers at thistime. In 1887, H§ji MirzA Muhammad-'Ali
returned from seven yearsin Hong Kong and visited Bahdu'llah in 'Akk&. At
Bah4u'lldh's request, he went to Russia, where he bought several parcels of

land in 'Ishgabad and the nearby town of Firuzih. One parcel, named A'zam,

was to serve as the site for the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar of the new Bah&i

community in 'Ishgabad. The others were to be endowments providing income to
support it.

When Hgji Mirza Muhammad-'Ali died in Bombay in 1896, the Muslims refused
to allow his body to be buried there, threatening to burn it. His body was
brought to Karachi and then to Bushihr, where the Iranians would not let it

land. Eventually, and after an enormous ordeal, it was buried at Ctesiphon,

near Baghdad.[47] In May 1959, as one of the objectives of the Ten Y ear
Crusade, it was reinterred in the Bahdi cemetery in Baghdad.[48] On H§ji

Mirza Muhammad-'Ali's passing, 'Abdu’l-Baha revealed severa Tablets
extolling his virtues and composed two Tablets of Visitation.[49]

H&ji Mirza Muhammad-'Ali was married to a maternal cousin, who was a
daughter of Hgji 'Abdu’l-Husayn, arenowned Shirazi merchant and a brother
of Hgji Muhammad Khdlili. The two brothers were not believers.

H&ji Mirza Buzurg: A brother to the Vakilu'd-Dawlih. He had no
descendants.

Bibi Jan Bagum: She was married to the Afnan Kabir.

K hadijih-Sultdn Bagum: In 1849, she was married at the age of nineto Mirza
Javad. Four months after the marriage, her husband died on the hajj journey.
He was 18 years old. She subsequently married Aga Mirza Ibrahim
Khuréasani and had a son named 'Ali. She passed away at the age of 71.

Bibi Zahrd Bagum: The wife of the Vakilu'd-Dawlih. On her passing, she was
honored with amoving Tablet of Visitation.[50]

H&ji Mirza Aga A merchant in Y azd. He married K hadijih-Sultan, a
daughter of Hgji Abu'l-Qasim Tabrizi.

Hgji Siyyid Mihdi: A son of the Khdl Akbar. He was a merchant in Y azd who



converted through a dream. When Bahau'llah lived in Baghdad, Héji Siyyid
Mihdi attained His sacred presence with his brothers, Hgji Muhammad-'Ali
and H§i Muhammad-Tagi. He married his materna cousin, Bibi Ruquiyyih, a
daughter of Hgjiyyih Fatimih Bibi. Throughout hislife, he served with

great distinction and suffered bitterly at the hands of the Bah&i Faith's
enemies. He established the village of Mihdi-Abad, which became a center of
Bahai activities. During the 1903 pogrom of the Bah&i community, he
greatly assisted the families of the persecuted believers. For many years
afterwards, these families continued to receive his aid, often without knowing
the source of the aid. He passed away at the age of 84. 'Abdu'l-Baha revealed
aTablet of Visitation for him.[51]

H&ji Siyyid Jafar: A merchant of great influencein Y azd. He went to Bombay
for commerce and was in partnership with Hgji Mirza Buzurg and H§ji

Mirza Muhammad-'Ali. He was deeply devoted to the Bah&i Faith and
rendered many services. In Baghdad, he attained the presence of Bahau'llah.
When he returned to Shiraz, he passed away ayear before hisfather.
Subsequently, his remains, together with his father's, were carried to Karbala
and buried. The location of the grave is not currently known. He married Shib
Sultan Bagum, the daughter of H§i Mirza Siyyid Hasan and Bibi Jan

Bagum.

H&ji Siyyid Husayn: A merchant who lived in Y azd. He married Agh&d Bagum and
they had four children.

Mirza Javéad: Because of the troubles in Shiraz that followed the martyrdom
of the Bab, Mirza Javad and H§i Mirza Abu'l-Qasim left for

pilgrimage to Mecca. Mirza Javad passed away in Jeddah en route. He was 18
years old and was married to Khadijih-Sultdn Bagum.

AgaMirza Aga Bornin 1842, he was the only surviving child of Zahré
Bagum. From childhood, he was known as Siyyid Muhammad, but as a sign of
respect for the Prophet Muhammad, the family called him AgaMirza Aga.
Later, Bahdu'llah gave him the title Nari'd-Din. He was the only member of
the Afnan family to be related to the B&b on both his father's side and

mother's side, and was the third member of the Bab's family to openly become a
Bébi. Aga Mirza Aga became a believer at the age of 13 through his

aunt, Khadijih Bagum, to whom he was very attached. Through him, both his
parents became Babis, and, soon after, so did Khd Akbar. Nuri‘d-Din

received many Tablets from Bahau'llah in Baghdad and throughout Hislife.
When Nabil Zarandi came to Shiraz in 1867 carrying word of Bahau'llah's
claim to be the Promised One of the Bab, NUri'd-Din was one of those who
believed.

AgaMirza Agawas a merchant, trading in partnership with other members
of the Afnan family. Though he was well known as a Babi and Bahd&, the
family trading business prospered. In March 1879, two prominent Baha'i
merchants in Isfahan were martyred. As Nari'd-Din had close contacts with
them, the elders of the nascent Bah&i community feared for his safety and



sent him away the next day. He lived in Bombay from 1880 to 1889. He then went
to Port Said where he traded under the name NUri'd-Din Hasan and organized

the Ruhaniyyih Company. In July 1891 at Bahau'llah's invitation, he and his
family came to the Holy Land, where they stayed for nine months. During this
period, Bahdu'lldh revealed the Tablet of the World in hishonor. It states:

O Afnén, O thou that has branched from Mine ancient Stock! My glory and My
loving-kindness rest upon thee.

How vast is the tabernacle of the Cause of God! It hath overshadowed al the
peoples and kindreds of the earth, and will, ere long, gather together the

whole of mankind beneath its shelter. Thy day of serviceis nhow come. Countless
Tablets bear the testimony of the bounties vouchsafed unto you. Arise for the
triumph of My Cause and, through the power of thine utterance, subdue the
hearts of men. Thou must show forth that which will ensure the peace and the
well-being of the miserable and the downtrodden. Gird up the loins of thine
endeavor, that perchance thou mayest release the captive from his chains, and
enable him to attain unto true liberty.[52]

A little more than ayear after Aga Mirza Agareturned to Egypt,
'‘Abdu’l-Bahainstructed him to go to Shiraz to defend the Bahai Faith

against the Covenant-breakers there. He went to Y azd with the Vakilu'd-Dawlih
in order to curtail the growing influence of the Covenant-breakersin that
region. In 1895, he escaped arrest by the Imam-Jum'ih of Abadih and
Hishmat-Nizam, the commander of aregiment traveling from Tihran to Shiréz.
Later, he returned to Port Said to resume his business. At about this time,
'‘Abdu'l-Baha informed him confidentially that He had begun the construction of
the Shrine of the Bab, explaining the events leading to this historic

undertaking:

Heis God.

Port Said. Theillustrious Afnan of the sacred Tree, the honored Aga Mirza
Agé, upon him be the glory of God, the Most Glorious.

Confidential good news.
Heisthe Most Glorious!

O thou distinguished branch of the blessed and sacred Lote-Tree! When the
Ancient Beauty and Most Great Name, may My spirit be a sacrifice for His
friends, was staying in Haifa, He often praised a certain site on Mount Carmel
and said it was a very pleasant and agreeabl e spot, with a splendid view and an
uplifting quality. His blessed, cherished wish was to buy that site, and He
directed that the land be bought in whatever way possible. Through great

effort, the ground was bought four years ago and prepared with some minor work.

After that, special instructions were sent to Rangoon, numerous Tablets penned,
and adesign prepared and issued for a sarcophagus made of the region's marble,
which isrenowned in every way. With great difficulty, it was carved and
embossed in one piece. Eventually, it reached here [after traveling] through



several towns. Of course, thou hast heard what happened in some cities along
the way. In short, it arrived not long ago, along with a casket made from the
finest Indian wood.

A year ago, the honored Aga Mirza Asadu'lldh [1sfahani][53] was

specially sent from here to Iran to bring, with the utmost humility, respect,
and reverence, the sanctified remains and blessed temple of that majestic
Being, may My spirit be a sacrifice unto His dust. Through the efforts of
several other believers, it was transported and brought to the Holy Land.
Currently, we are busy building the promised sacred edifice on Mount Carmel.
God willing, we will call on thee to come and share in our endeavor
constructing this hallowed and blessed Shrine. In this way, thou wilt receive
everlasting confirmations and attain this most mighty honor. This good news
stands supreme over the sovereignty of the earth and the heavens.

In truth, such joy and excitement have surrounded Me that it isindescribable,
for the hands of the transgressors treated those sacred remains with great
indignity. Praise be to God, through the aid and favors of the Ancient Beauty,
everything has been arranged so perfectly that it will cause everyoneto be
filled with wonder.

The glory of God rest upon the Afnan of the sacred Lote-Tree.
'‘Abdu'l-Baha'Abbas.[54]

In 1901, 'Abdu'l-Bahatold Nuri'd-Din to return to Shiréz in order to

restore the House of the Bab. Nuri'd-Din had been its custodian since the
death of his mother in 1889. At the time of his passing on 15 November 1903,
the work was nearly completed. His son, Mirza Habibu'llah, succeeded him as
custodian.

Nuri'd-Din left behind avaluable daily journal, a page of whichis
translated below:

Tonight is the eve of 27 Ramadan AH 1286 [31 December 1869], and the friends
came to meet with Aga Mirza Mihdi Rashti. He came some time ago to teach

the Faith but, because of troubles and fear of harassment, was unable to meet
with the believers. We came together to spend the whole evening in fellowship,
discussion, and prayer.

As | write these lines, it is now midnight, and, because of the uproars

[against the Bahai Faith], there is no hope that any of uswill see

daybreak. However, we are immersed in such warm love and spirituality that [my]
pen is unable to describeit.

These trials and tribulations will strengthen the resolve of the friends. Soon,
the believers will be seen to organize, unhindered, meetings where chanting of
the divine verses will be raised and His praise and acclaim heard
uninterrupted. However, will those future believers know the same spirituality
that we felt? By God, never! This ethereal spirituality is born from the fire

of persecution and is the result of enduring anguish and harm in His path.



H&ji Siyyid Mirz& Initialy based in Y azd and later in India, he engaged

in trade extending from Chinato Europe and amassed a considerable fortune.
During the days of Bahdu'lldh, he carried out many services, such as acting

as contact with the Holy Land, and was deeply respected by the believers. When
Mirza Muhammad-'Ali raised his rebellion and was joined by Siyyid 'Ali in
opposition to the Center of the Covenant, Siyyid Mirzathrew in hislot with
them. He decided to journey to 'Ishqabad to stir the believers against
'‘Abdu'l-Baha, but his brother, Siyyid Ahmad, prevented him. During this

period, Siyyid Mirzd's children severed relations with him. The painful

decision to make this separation was spearheaded by Mirza'Abdu'l-Husayn, who
even separated his business dealings from his father's. In no time, Siyyid

Mirz&s vast fortune was completely depleted. Through the effort of the
Vakilu'd-Dawlih, Siyyid Mirza soon realized the error of his ways and was
deeply repentant. He asked for 'Abdu'l-Bahd's forgiveness and was pardoned. He
rose fearlessly to champion the Bahai Faith and to promote unity among the
believers. In particular, during the 1903 pogrom of the Bahdisin Y azd, he

was a pillar of faith for the community and greatly assisted the believers that
suffered through that ordeal. He passed away as a steadfast Bahdi in Yazd a
year later. Hgji Siyyid Mirza had married S&ra-Sultdn Bagum and they had

five children.

Siyyid Ahmad: A brother to Hgji Siyyid Mirza. Siyyid Ahmad was a merchant,
living for awhile in Yazd and then in 'Ishgabéad, busied with commerce.

He was a deeply devoted believer who traveled to 'Akkato see Bahau'llah.
While there, he learned that he was being accused of theft in Istanbul. He
hurried to that city and suffered bitterly at the hands of the foes, including

an enemy of the Bah&i Faith by the name of Muhammad-'Ali |sfahani.
However, he was able to prove hisinnocence and establish their slander.[55] In
one of Bahdu'lldh's Tablets, He says about this event, "There were several
tormentors in | stanbul who perpetrated great harm on the honored Afnén, Aga
Siyyid Ahmad. Since the honored Afnan was meek and gentle, these men
manifested the greatest oppression, spoke disreputable slanders, and incited
other lowlifes and ruffians against him."[56]

After thisincident, Siyyid Ahmad again attained the presence of Bahau'lldh
in'Akké and stayed until after His ascension. Subsequently, he traveled to
promote the Bah&i Faith and once more returned to 'Akka, where the Master
showered His favors on him.

In 1899, he went to 'Ishgabad and from there to Y azd, where he established
thefirst Spiritual Assembly of that city.[57] He eventually moved to Shiréz,
where he was the victim of anight burglary and killed. On hearing the news,
'‘Abdu'l-Baha was deeply grieved and conferred upon him the rank of martyr.[58]
The Master revealed two Tablets and a Tablet of Visitation to mark Siyyid
Ahmad's passing.[59] Siyyid Ahmad left no descendants.

Hgji Siyyid Muhammad: For many years, he was a merchant in Bombay where, in
collaboration with his brothers, Siyyid Mirza and Siyyid 'Ali, he spread



polemical papers against '‘Abdu'l-Baha. He died and was buried in Bombay.[60]
Two daughters survived him, both of whom remained faithful to 'Abdu’l-Bahé&.

Siyyid'Ali: A merchant in Yazd. On 13 Shaban AH 1303 (17 May 1886), he
married Furtghiyyih, a daughter of Bahdu'llah.[61] After the ascension of

the Blessed Perfection, Siyyid 'Ali joined ranks with MirzA Muhammad-'Ali
and rose in opposition to 'Abdu’l-Baha. For this reason, the Master has
referred to him as the 'Siyyid Mutimarid' [rebellious Siyyid].[62] He fought
constantly with his brother Mirza Muhsin over a parcel of land, trying to
defraud him of the proceeds. During this family feud, he made the most vulgar
accusations against 'Abdu’l-Baha. For a period of time, he repented of his
deeds but soon returned to his old comrades in opposition to 'Abdu’l-Baha He
died in'Akkain 1916.[63] His children eventually broke the Covenant as well.

MirzaMuhsin: A devoted believer. He went to 'Akkéin 1899 and married Tuba
Khanum, a daughter of 'Abdu’'l-Baha. Shoghi Effendi participated in his

funeral in Haifain 1923.[64] All his children were eventually expelled from
the community.

Sabih-Sultan Bagum: A daughter of the Afnan Kabir. She was married to
H&ji Siyyid Jafar.

Fétimih-Sultéan Bagum: Married to Mirza AbU'l-Hasan. She had three
daughters and a son, of whom only a daughter, Munavvar, survived. She
accompanied her husband, Mirza Abul-Hasan, to Haifa. Because of an accident
in which she sustained severe burns, she passed away in 1921, afew months
before her husband. She was buried in the Bahai cemetery in Haifa.

Shams-Sultan Bagum: A daughter of the Afnan Kabir. She was married to
Mirza Mahmud.

Siyyid Husayn: A son of Afnan Kabir. He passed away at age 16 in Y azd and was
thefirst believer buried in the Bahai cemetery of that city. On the

occasion of his passing, Bahau'llah revealed five Tablets in the name of

various family members, consoling them for their |0ss.[65]

Bibi-Sakinih Bagum: Married to H§ji Siyyid Muhammad. She survived her
husband and returned to Shiraz, where she lived in the house of the Khal
Akbar. She passed away in her 90s on 4 February 1954 and was buried in the
Bah&i cemetery in Shiraz.

Tayyibih: A sister to Siyyid 'Ali. She accompanied her parents to the Holy
Land for the marriage of Siyyid 'Ali to Bahau'llah's daughter. She joined
Siyyid 'Ali in breaking the Covenant and opposing 'Abdu’l-Bah&. She died in
'Akka, having never married.

Maryam-Sultan Bagum: She married Aga Mirza Aga Nuri'd-Din and received
many favors and Tablets from Bahdu'lldh and 'Abdu'l-Bah&.[66] She passed
away in February 1939[67] in Shiréz.

Siyyid Muhammad-Husayn: A son of H§ji Mirza Abu'l-Qasim and the paternal
grandfather of Shoghi Effendi. He converted to the Babi movement as aresult



of the efforts of Nari'd-Din and Nabil Zarandi. He was a merchant in

Shiréz and married Zivar-Sultan Bagum, commonly referred to as Khanum
H&jiyyih. She was the only child of H&ji Muhammad-Bégir, a renowned

merchant. When H§ji Muhammad-Bé&qir died, histrustee, Hgji Mirza
AbU'1-Qéasim, married Khanum H§jiyyih to his own son.[68] Siyyid
Muhammad-Husayn had a second wife by the name of 'lsmat Khanum, who passed
away in 1951 in Shirdz. From this second marriage, he fathered a son and a
daughter, named Siyyid Mihdi and Qudsiyyih respectively. Siyyid
Muhammad-Husayn passed away in 1930.

Mirza Abu'l-Hasan: A son of Hgji Mirza Abd'l-Qasim, and a merchant in

Shirdz. At Bahdu'lldh'sinstructions, he journeyed to the Holy Land where

he remained for awhile. When he was leaving, the Master revealed the following
Tablet for him:

Haifa. Theillustrious Afnan of the sacred Lote-Tree, the honored Aga
Mirza Abd'l-Hasan, upon him rest the glory of God, the Most Glorious.

Heis God!

O thou compassionate twig of the blessed Tree! Praise be to God that thou
possessest such character that both the Blessed Beauty and the Exalted One, may
My spirit be a sacrifice for Their dust, are pleased with thee. The friends are
thankful to thee, and 'Abdu'l-Bahé thinks of thee with confidence and joy. In

the midwatches of the night, when | get up to pray, | always remember the
friends, particularly the distinguished twig, the illustrious Afnan[69]

resident by the Shrine of the Bab, and your good self. Of course, the esteemed
Afnan and yourself aso remember this desolate and grieved Onein your prayers
by the Shrine of the Béb.

Praise be to God that the fragrances of holiness are spread to all corners and
the deeds of the friends who are firm in the Covenant are a clear sign
throughout the realm. All are partners and companions of 'Abdu’l-Bah&in
servitude, humility and reverence to the threshold.

Upon you rest the glory of God, the Most Glorious.
'‘A'A.[70]

Mirza Abu'l-Hasan returned to Shiraz. He resumed his trading, married
Fatimih-Sultan Bagum, and had four children, of whom only a daughter,
Khadijih,[71] survived.

During the latter part of 'Abdu'l-Bahds ministry, '‘Abdu’'l-Bahainvited

Mirza Abu'l-Hasan to live in Haifa again. While there, Mirza Abd'l-Hasan
organized amemorial meeting on 19 November 1921 in honor of his son-in-law,
the Mavaqggari'd-Dawlih. At this gathering, 'Abdu’l-Bahé privately informed

him of His premonition that His passing was near. This news overwhelmed Mirza
AbU'l-Hasan with sorrow and he did not want to live in thisworld after his
beloved Master. That very night he walked to the sea and drowned himself. The
next day, his body was retrieved. At the funeral, 'Abdu’l-Bahé& acted as one of



the pallbearers for the procession to the cemetery. Mirza Abu'l-Hasan is
buried in the Bani Salih cemetery in'Akka

Mirza Mahmud: A farmer in the regions surrounding Shiréz. He was married
to Shams-Sultan Bagum and they had daughter, Agha Bagum. He passed away in
1888 at arelatively young age. He is buried in Shah-Chirég.

Mirza'Ali: His base of commerce was in the port city of Bandar 'Abbas,
where he passed away in 1887. He never married.

Mirza lbréhim: A merchant in China. He returned to Shiraz in 1893, where
he passed away. He never married.

Fétimih-Sultan Bagum: She married Aga Muhammad-Hasan, a merchant from
Bushihr. He was related to her materna grandmother and was a son of H§ji
'‘Abbés T§jjir.

Sara-Sultan Bagum: A daughter of Hgji Mirza Abd'l-Qésim. She was married
to H4i Siyyid Mirza

Ahmad: The Bab's only child, who died at birth in 1843. Initially, he was

buried under a pine treein the shrine of Bibi-Dukhtaran. In the opening

days of 1955, the Shirdz municipality decided to construct a school there,

which would have destroyed the gravesite. The Spiritual Assembly of the

Bahdis of Shiraz refused to act to arrange an aternative burial site.

Unsatisfied with this decision, AbU'l-Qasim Afnan immediately informed

Shoghi Effendi.[72] The Guardian cabled his authorization of the transfer:

"Guardian approves transfer remains Primal Point's Son Gulistan Javid.

Ensure befitting burial."[ 73] The Spiritual Assembly arranged for the remains

to be exhumed, laid in asilk container, and placed in a cement coffin. For

three months, the coffin was kept in the western part of the local

Hadiratu'l-Quds. On 21 April 1955, which coincided with the day of the Bab's

martyrdom reckoned by the lunar calendar, a special ceremony for the

reinterment was held. It was the largest Baha'i gathering in Shiréz in the

history of the Bahdi Faith. Multitudes of believers from al parts of the

country participated in the historic event. In a prayerful atmosphere, the

remains were reinterred in the Bahai cemetery of Shirdz. The Guardian

heard the details and, on 24 April, cabled hisjoy: "SHIRAZ ASSEMBLY CARE

KHADEM TEHERAN. OVERJOYED HISTORIC ACHIEVEMENT CONGRATULATE VALIANT FRIENDS
LOVING REMEMBRANCE SHRINES SUPPLICATING BOUNTIFUL BLESSINGS. SHOGHI.."[74]

In thefirst bab of the fifth vahid of the Persian Bayan, the Béb asks for
a befitting structure to be built over the resting-place of Ahmad for the
faithful to worship God.

H&ji Mirza Mahmud: A son of Vakilu'd-Dawlih. He was very charitable and
selflessin his services to the Bah&i Faith. He established his home as the

first Mashrigu'l-Adhkér of Y azd, where the friends would gather each morning
for devotional prayers. During the 1903 pogrom of the Y azd Bahai community,
his home became a haven for the believers. After awhile, however, he became a
target for the enemies, and he had to retire to the village of Marvast.[75]



After Yazd, he took up residence in 'l shgabéd and, with great zeal and
diligence, completed the construction work on the temple begun by his father.
The following is one of the Tablets revealed in his honor by 'Abdu’l-Baha
during this period:

Heis God.

O My Mahmud! O offshoot of the blessed Tree! Indeed, thou art worthy to be an
Afnan and deserve what hath been bestowed on you. For awhile now, the
offshoot of the divine Tree, thine illustrious father, hath been a companion of
'‘Abdu'l-Bahain thisland. At atime of sorrow, he was a source of fellowship,
love, and comfort. From the beginning of hislife until the present day, he

hath achieved all that is becoming of one who hath branched from the sanctified
Tree. He was confirmed in rendering a great service by establishing the first
Mashriqu'l-Adhkar, and in this field he hath exceeded all others. He hath
brought joy to 'Abdu’l-Baha for the rest of eternity. Now he liveth close to

the sacred Threshold and protects that hallowed ground. He is blessed now and
will be until hisend.

Praise be to God that thou art engaged in service in hisplace. Thistooisa
great blessing that cannot be cal cul ated.

The honored AgaMirza Agais on hisway to 'Ishgébéd. Show him every
assistance and consideration. Try to find employment for him that he might be
engaged in an occupation and pass his days in tranquility and happiness.

Upon thee rest the glory of God, the Most Glorious.
'‘AA[76]

H&ji Mirza Mahmud passed away in 1918 at the age of 64, after returning to
Y azd. Hisfuneral was widely attended, and it is reported that the city mourned
his passing. He was married to 'Aliyih.

Hgji Siyyid Muhammad: Known as H§ji Mirza Buzurg. Initially, he was a
merchant and afarmer in Y azd; then he transferred his residence to Tihran
where he spent the rest of hislife. He donated a large number of properties
outside Shimran Gate as endowments for the maintenance of the House of the
Bab and other needs of the Bahdi Faith. He died in December 1949 when he
wasin his 70s. Shoghi Effendi cabled his sympathies and his assurance of

prayers.

Siyyid Aga His given name was Aga Mirza Husayn-'Ali. He passed away at
ayoung age in 'Ishgabad.[77] He never married.

Bagum Sahib: She was the daughter of H&ji Muhammad-Tagi and Bibi Zahra
Bagum. She married Siyyid Ahmad.

Féatimih Bagum: She was the daughter of Hgji Muhammad-Tagi and Bibi Zahra
Bagum. She married Mirza Aga Taryaki.

Bibi Sultdn Bagum: A daughters of the Vakilu'l-Hagq. She married Mirza
Muhammad-Béaqgir.



Khénum Lig& She drowned in the 1955 Y azd flood.

Maryam Bagum: A daughter of the Vakilu'l-Hagq by his second wife. She married
Siyyid Muhammad and they had two children.

Mirza Aga Taryaki: His given name was Muhammad. He was known among the
family as Aga Mirza Aga K Gichak [the junior]. He engaged in a business
trading in opium with China.

Mirza'Ali Taryaki: As histrade was mostly in opium, he was known as

H&ji Taryaki. In the latter part of hislife, he attained the presence of

Bahdu'lldh in Haifa

Mirza Muhammad-Bagir: A merchant and farmer in Y azd. During the decade of
1900 to 1909, when 'Abdu’l-Bah& was constructing the Shrine of the Bab,

Mirza Muhammad-Bégjir contributed generously to this project. As such, the
Shrine's water reservoir was named after him.[78] He passed away in 1941 in
Tihrén and was buried in Imamzéadih Ma'sum, although the exact burial siteis
not known.

Mirza Jald: He waskilled at ayoung age by thievesin Marvist, avillage
of Yazd. He was not married.

AgaMirza'Ali: A merchant in 'Ishgébéd. Latein life, he returned to
Y azd, where he passed away. He never married.

H&ji Mirza Javad: A farmer in Y azd.

H&ji Mirza Abd'l-Qasim: He was aresident of Y azd and had two daughters
and one son.

Siyyid Mirza: A merchant in Y azd. He was deeply devoted to the Bahd'i
Faith. When he died, 'Abdu'l-Baha honored him with a Tablet of Visitation.[79]

Mirza Buzurg: His given name was Mirza Hasan-'Ali.

Siyyid Muhammad: A merchant who lived all hislifein Yazd. From hisfirst
marriage with Maryam Bagum, he had two children. His daughter by a second
marriage was named Tahirih.

Siyyid'Ali: He did not have any children.

Safaiyyih: She was the daughter of Haji Siyyid Mihdi and Bibi Ruqyiyyih.
She was married to Hgji Mirza Javad. They had four children.

Vafaiyyih: She was the daughter of Hgji Siyyid Mihdi and Bibi Ruqyiyyih.
She was married to Mirza Diydu'llah. They had four children: Husayn
Agé, Mahmid Agé, Hasan Aga, and Thurayya.

'Aliyyih: At ayoung age, she attained the presence of Bahau'lléh. He
revealed a specia prayer for her marriage to H§ji Mirza Mahmad.

Mirza Diydu'llah: A son of H§ji Siyyid Husayn. He married Vafaiyyih and
they had four children (named above).



Mirza Habibu'lldh: Two sons of H§ji Siyyid Husayn. Mirza Habibu'llah
married Ruhangiz and they had three children: Mahvash, Sifiyyih, and
Firishtih.

Mirza Badi'u'lldh: Originally from Y azd, he pioneered with his family. When
he returned, he was caught up in the persecution of the Bahadisin Yazd. In
1911, he was imprisoned for three years with other members of the Spiritual
Assembly. He then settled in Tihran, where he continued to serve the Bahdi
Faith. He was married to Afsar and they had three children: Nédir, Shukuh,
and Parivash.

Furaghiyyih: A daughter of Hgji Siyyid Husayn and Agh& Bagum. She was
married to Mirza Habibu'lldh, afarmer from Y azd.

Mirza Habibu'llah: The author of the narratives that form the basis of this

book. He corresponded extensively with 'Abdu’l-Baha. For example, in 1897, two
Tablets were revealed for him and his brother, Mirza Buzurg, after they

returned to Egypt from pilgrimage. The Tablet for Mirza Habibu'llah is

quoted below:

Theillustrious Afnan of the sacred Lote-Tree, the honored Mirza
Habibu'lléh, upon him rest the glory of God, the Most Glorious.

Heis God.

O offshoot of the sacred Tree! From the day thou didst leave, my thoughts have
been with thee. During thy journey, | pondered the fact that | could not
associate with thee even though at every moment thou wert in my thoughts and,
with every breath, my close companion. Thisland is tumultuous, and this
Servant remains in the grasp of many difficulties brought about by
mischief-makers hidden and manifest. For this reason, | was unable to outwardly
converse and associate with thee. The sudden onslaught of these various
troubles, such as the one thou didst witness during the commemoration of the
Day of Ascension, meant that thou wert sent away. Rest assured, however, that
thou remainest in our hearts and will never be forgotten.

| cherish the hope that, through the bounties of the Ancient Beauty and the
Most Great Name, may my spirit be a sacrifice for His servants, thou wilt
remain protected and safeguarded under the canopy of Hisfavors, and that day
and night thou wilt progress rapidly in spiritual perfection.

O devoted offshoot! The obligations of this Day are great, very great! Thou
must arise to dedicated service. Day after day, make mighty advancesin the
path of recognition so that out of the favors and protection of the One Who
Arose, thou wilt shine out like a brilliant lamp over the horizon of the world
of humanity.

His glory rest upon thee and upon all that remain steadfast.
'‘Abdu’l-Baha 'Abbés.
Mirza Habibu'lldh married Agh&d Bagum and they had six children: Firdaws,



AbU'l-Qasim, Tayyibih, Nayyirih, Aminu'lldh, and Hasan.

H&ji Mirza Diydu'llah: A brother of Mirza Habibu'lléh. He

accompanied his father and brother to the Holy Land. For two years after that,
he lived in Egypt.[80] In Shiraz, he carried out civil servicesfor the
administration of the Sahamu'd-Dawlih and was a confidant of the city's
governors. He married Agha Bagum and they had six children: Mirza Siyyid
Muhammad, Mirza Bahdi, Mirza'Abbés, Farahangiz, Thurayya,

Nuri'd-Din. Mirza Diyau'llah passed away in 1942 at the age of 61.

Héjiyyih Tub& The sister of Mirza Habibu'llah. Modeling her life on

that of the Greatest Holy L eaf, she never married and devoted her life to
spreading the Bah&i Faith and serving the Bah&i women on pilgrimage to
the House of the Bab. She was two years older than her brother. She passed
away on 21 January 1953.[81]

AgaSiyyid Aga The oldest son of Nuri'd-Din and the brother of Mirza
Habibu'lldh. To my knowledge, heis the only member of the Afnan family
elevated by Bahdu'llah to the rank of Hand of the Cause.

He was born in Shiréz in 1869 and was reared by Khadijih Bagum. His given
name was Ahmad-'Ali. At the age of seven, he began attending the classes of
Shaykh Muhammad-Husayn. From childhood, he was endowed with great wisdom,
unusual courage, and an unrivaled memory. His devotion to serving others was
admired by everyone. When his father left for Bombay in 1879, he instructed
Aga Siyyid Agato continue organizing weekly gatheringsin their home,
which were led by Mulla'Abdu'lldh Fadil. He also asked his son to look

after the needs of the believers from the surrounding regions who visited
Shiraz. Once ayear, he wasto visit al the Bahdi communitiesin the

province and support their activities and cheer their hearts. From his teens,
Aga Siyyid Agawas constantly traveling on behalf of the Bahdi Faith. He

sent reports of his activitiesto Bahdu'lldh, Who sent encouragement in
numerous Tablets. One Tablet reads:[82]

Heisthe Reveadler, the Wise.

The Tongue of the Merciful saith: O My friend and son of My Afnan! The robe of
honor hath been cut and prepared for thy temple. The Supreme Pen hath revealed
for thee that to which no created thing can be compared. Wherefore, render

thanks unto thy Lord that thou hast branched from God and are known by His name
at the beginning of thy life. In these days, abasement in His Causeisindeed

the source of honor and the dawning-place of divine favor.

In truth, ere long the Almighty, the Fashioner of both worlds, will make
manifest such matters that, were others to be apprised of them, they would
verily circumambulate around thee. Soon, they will realize what they have lost,
on the Day when people will arise for their Lord, the Creator of the Worlds.

Fleeting, temporal things are not worthy of consideration. Ears were not made
to hear them, nor eyes meant to look upon them. By God, they are in evident
loss.



The Perspicuous Book stands evident, and the Mother Book has been made
manifest! Yet al have remained deprived and heedless, except those whom God
hath chosen. Thou art blessed and favored, as are thy brothers and them that

are with thee and love thee for the sake of God, the Almighty, the All-praised.

The glory that hath dawned from the horizon of My favors rest upon thee and thy
kindred and My Afnan! For they have truly drunk the choice wine of
utterance[83] from My generous hands. Know of a certainty that they are among
those that have attained unto the Most Mighty Book.[84]

In 1884, Aga Siyyid Agawent to Bombay to be reunited with his father. At
about the same time, the M Uvaqgari'd-Dawlih, who was about the same age as
AgaSiyyid Agé, aso arrived in the city. Together they worked to improve
their command of English and Urdu.

After five years, Aga Siyyid Agaleft for Egypt with hisfather. There,

they established the Ruhaniyyih Company officesin Port Said, Alexandria, and
Cairo. On 20 December 1889, they both attained the presence of Bahau'llah at
the Mansion of Bahji, and Bahdu'lléh gave Aga Siyyid Agaafinely
embellished 'aba.[85] Againin July 1891, Aga Siyyid Agéa attained
Bahau'llah's presence, together with other family members, and remained in
the Holy Land for amonth. On his return, his father traveled to the Holy Land,
and the Blessed Perfection revealed the following Tablet, elevating Aga
Siyyid Agato the rank of Hand of the Cause:

Afnan. The honored Aga Siyyid Aga
Heis God, the Forgiver, the Generous.

The honored Afnan[86]—upon him be the peace of the Merciful—hath

repeatedly attained Our presence. Praised be God that he is mentioned by this
Wronged One and hath received Our specia favors. With the greatest
determination, he must arise to guide the people and conquer the world's
inhabitants by the Most Great Name. Verily, this cannot be achieved unlessiit

is ordained by God, the Omnipotent. The ranks of the oppressors and the cry of
the evildoers have somewhat discouraged the friends of God. We cherish the hope
that, through the light of the manifestation of the Speaker on Sinai and the

fire of the sacred Bush, the world will glow radiantly.

O My Afnan, upon thee rest My glory! Thy station isthat of guiding the
servants, so that the sincere may drink their fill from the generous Hand of

the everlasting Kawthar, and revive the world with a portion thereof. By the
mercy of God, thou art reckoned and mentioned in the Book as the Afnan of the
sacred Lote-Tree and as a Hand of the Cause.

The blood of the martyrsin the Land of Ya[Yazd] will speak to the world and
itsinhabitants. By God, none can measure its effect and its value as a proof,
and pen and ink cannot describe its potency. | beseech the sanctified and
exalted God to make the oppressors aware of what their deeds have wrought in
this ephemeral plane and to give them the everlasting divine chastisement
ordained for them.



We mention all the friendsin that land and implore God to enable each to
manifest meritorious deeds and a goodly character.

Y ou mentioned the honored Muhammad. Praise be to God that he hath attained
certitude and isillumined by the light of recognition. We beseech God to
ordain for him what will enable him to sing His praises, arise to serve Him,
and remain turned to His horizon. He is the hearer and answerer. My glory and
light be upon his father for having attained Our presence numerous times, and
upon every faithful and righteous believer.

Praise be to God, the Lord of both worlds.[87]

In 1894, Aga Siyyid Aga attained the presence of 'Abdu'l-Baha. At that
time, the whispers of the Covenant-breakers were reaching Fars. Therefore,
'Abdu'l-Bahé asked Aga Siyyid Agaand his father to go to Shiréz to try

to protect the community. Two years later, Aga Siyyid Agamarried Agha
Bibi of Abadih and became the head of the post office in Y azd. From this
marriage, he had six children: Fargju'llah (who died in infancy), Fathu'llah,
Nasru'lldh, Muzaffar, Ridvan, and Safé. In Y azd, he married Zahrd Bagum,
who bore him two children. Aga Siyyid Agaremained in Y azd until 1909 and
then returned to Shiréz. There, he devoted all histime to serving the

Bahdi Faith, starting up the first Bah&i printing pressin that city.

While in Bushihr he passed away in August 1929 at the age of 62.

Mirza Jald: A son of Nuri'd-Din. Helived al hislifein Shirdz and

worked in the post office. As noted in chapter 1 of these memoirs, Mirza

Jaldl acted as the custodian of the Blessed House during his father's absence.
Because of thisimportant service, he received several Tablets, one of whichis
guoted below:[88]

Sh[iréz]. To the attention of theillustrious Afnén, the honored Mirza
Jald, upon him be the glory of God, the Most Glorious.

Heisthe Most Glorious.

O servant of the divine Threshold! Numerous Tablets have been revealed and
dispatched to thee. These reveal the never-ending and ever-present favors and
munificence granted to thine honored self. If thou wilt fully consider the
sanctity of the Threshold that thou guardest and the sacredness of the Court
that thou dost serve, thou wouldst know of a certainty that thou wearest the
crown of glory, are attired with the celestia robe of honor, and are seated
upon the throne of sovereignty. Thisis because thou dost serve a Court that
hath been the abode of the King of the Kingdom of Names and Attributes, and
thou art servant before a Threshold set apart for them that longed to behold
the Lord of Proof and His manifest signs—may My spirit, My essence, My whole
being, and My reality be a sacrifice to Him.

Therefore, render thanks to the one true God that thou art favored with such a
bounty and the grace of such beneficence. Shaybih was a servant to the Kabih
and, at histime, was looked upon as alowly servant. But now, each of his
descendants is situated upon the throne of glory and honor, and prideth himself



in the name of his esteemed ancestor.
The glory of God rest upon thee and upon al the pilgrims to that Spot.
'‘Abdu'l-Baha 'Abbas.[89]

Mirza Jaldl's profession required him to travel extensively. When he was

away, he would leave the affairs of the House of the Bab in the hands of a

maid. This caused complications with the community, and 'Abdu'l-Baha received
complaints. Eventually, He wrote to NUri'd-Din in Port Said and asked for
another of his children to take on custodial duties:

...With regard to the Sacred House in Fars, the believers in Shirédz have made
aloud protest. About two months ago, they wrote collectively asking for [me
to] intervene in the affairs of the Blessed House. Had | sent that request to
thine honored sdif, it would have caused deep sorrow. Therefore, | spared thee.
However, thine eminence must try to do what thou canst about this, as all
things relating to the House are of great importance, and, indeed, of such

great moment that they cannot be allowed to drift.

Therefore, it is essentia that thine own esteemed self or one of thy children
maintain a presence at the House. Such acritical matter cannot be entrusted to
amaidservant, even though she will do her best to protect the House. In short,
the friends have complained in such away that this Servant hath been left with
no other option. In whatever way this can be arranged, kindly send to Fars one
of the illustrious Afnans who are currently with thee that they can actively
attend to the affairs of the House. Take action on this matter immediately; no
delay is allowed.

Theillustrious Afnan of the sacred Tree, AgaMirza Jald, hath an

occupation that requires him to travel each day in adifferent direction. These
things are not under his control. Thou must cable him and chose one of his
brothersto travel at once to that place. Thisway, al the believers will know
that this Afnan isin Fars to manage the House and hath no other occupation or
distraction....[90]

Mirza Jald married three times. The first marriage was to Mah-Tal'at, a
niece of Muhammad-Qasim Khan Baydayi. The children of this
marriage—Mirza'Abdu’l-Husayn, Mirza Fadlu'llah, Mirza'Ali, and
‘Aliyyih Khanum—all died at a young age. Mirza Jald's second marriage
was with Agha Bibi, a daughter of Aga'Ali of Abadih. This marriage
produced two sons, Mirza 'Amadu'd-Din and Akbar Aga (known as
Nuri'd-Din), and one daughter, Bihjat. With athird wife, Jan-Jan Bagum,
Mirza Jald had a daughter known as Gawhar Khanum, who married Mahmud
Samimi.

H&ji Mirza Buzurg: A brother of Mirza Habibu'llah. His given name was
Muhammad-Husayn, and he was occasionally referred to as H§ji Mirza
Zaynu'l-'Abidin. He was a companion of his brother throughout hislife and
rendered great services to the Baha'i Faith in Egypt and Shiraz.

Bahau'llah revealed several Tabletsin his honor, including the following:



Afnan. The honored Mirza Buzurg, upon him rest the glory of God, the Most
Glorious.

He isthe Sustainer of Truth and the Upholder of Justice.

O Afnéan, My glory and My favor rest upon thee! Y our letter arrived and was

read before the sovereign throne of the Speaker on Sinai. Praise be to God that

the fragrance of the dwellers of the Crimson Ark wasinhaled from it and its
perfumed scent testified to thine steadfastness, devotion, and belief. Thou

hast been surrounded by divine grace and will continue to be so favored. Let
nothing grieve thee. All that has been reveaed especially for thee by the

Supreme Pen will assuredly cometo pass. Under all conditions, this Wronged One
remembereth His Afnan and hath decreed for them what no one can imagine or any
mind fathom.

The All-knowing, the Wise, hath revealed these words:. 'The deeds of the
servants will not alter the divine Will, nor will they reduce the potency of

the exalted Word. That which hath been uttered by My Tongue will appear
word-by-word on earth. The revolution of the world and its events will not
affect what hath been decreed, nor erase ajot of it." Thus hath it been

ordained by the Pen of Firmness, and no part of it may be erased by the passage
of time. Thisiswhat the Tongue of the Wronged One spoke on this resplendent
station.

On behalf of this Wronged One, greet the leaf of My divine Tree and the entire
household. Remind them of what hath been reveal ed.

My glory rest upon thee and upon them that love thee and have heard thine
utterances on the Cause of God, the Lord of al Creation.[91]

'Abdu’l-Baha revealed numerous Tablets for Mirza Buzurg. The following one
was written in the summer of 1897, after Mirza Buzurg returned to Egypt from
his pilgrimage to the Holy Land:

Egypt. Theillustrious Afnan of the sacred Lote-Tree, the honored Mirza
Buzurg, upon him rest the glory of God, the Most Glorious.

Heis God.

O wondrous offshoot of the sacred Lote-Tree! | am very sorry and sad that,
during thy journey, it was not possible to provide appropriate hospitality for
that twig of the Lote-Tree. | certainly regret this. However, over thistime,
various troubles, numerous difficulties, and the onslaught of a number of
injustices, from both within and without, robbed me completely of the
opportunity to suitably serve the friends or lovingly associate with them. As
thou didst thyself perceive, various difficulties had to be suddenly resolved.
Therefore, it was considered better for thee to leave.

However, at al times, | am concerned as to how such aforeign land is treating
thee. Be sure to write about the details of thy situation.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbés [92]



In another Tablet addressed to Mirza Buzurg in Shiraz, 'Abdu’l-Baha wrote:

...On the day of the martyrdom of the Bab, may My life be a sacrificeto His
dust, circumambulate the sanctified Haram [the House of the Bab] on My behalf
and, with the greatest reverence and fervor, beg for confirmations and divine
assistance for 'Abdu’l-Bah&. This is because the attack of the hordes of
Covenant-breakers and infidelsis unceasing. This Servant grieveth over the
harm [done€] to the Cause of God; otherwise, | have earnestly longed for trials.
From childhood, | have implored the Almighty for scores of trials and every
kind of calamity and affliction in the path of Baha. Praise be to God that |

was granted this chalice and have drunk my fill fromit.[93]

In 1903, during the construction of the House of the Bab, 'Abdu’l-Baha wrote
to Mirza Buzurg about the need to maintain the original design:

Shiréz. Theillustrious Afnan of the sacred Lote-Tree, the honored Aga
Mirza Buzurg and the honored Aga Mirza Habib, upon both rest the glory
of God, the Most Glorious.

Heis God.

O twin offshoots of the sanctified Tree! Y our letters arrived, but a response
was delayed due to a seriousillness that prevented all correspondence. | am
sure that ye will forgive the delay. The equivalent of 100 French lire was sent
amonth ago for the purpose of restoring the House. Also, about the receipts ye
had asked for, they were sent earlier but apparently were lost in the post, and
so a second copy is enclosed.

Y e asked a number of questions about the House. Know that these are all
unnecessary. Follow [the instructions] that have already been sent, and do not
deviate at al from the original design. The purpose is not decoration but to
maintain the identical form and condition the Blessed House had in the days of
the Exalted Beauty, the Primal Point—may My spirit be a sacrifice to Him.
Thisiscritical. Otherwise, to do a befitting job, it would be necessary to

build it out of bricks of gold and silver and from the finest jewels; nay, it
isworth far in excess of this! Ye must keep thisin mind. Theintentionis

that the architecture remains as before, and the same applies to the paint, the
doors, and other details....[94]

About the same time, Mirza Buzurg received another Tablet from 'Abdu’l-Baha
on asimilar theme:

Shiréz. Theillustrious Afnén of the sacred Lote-Tree, the honored Aga
Mirza Buzurg, upon him be the glory of God.

Heis God.

O twig of the Tree of Eternity! Through thee, the honored Aga Mahmud 'Assar
sent aletter and, in it, asked for permission to visit the Blessed House. He
isallowed.

The news of theillness of the illustrious Afnan of the Tree of Holiness



caused great sorrow and sadness. | beseech God that we attain to what is
pleasing to our divine Beloved and long for the chalice of sacrificein His
path, walk the path of righteousness, seek His union, speak of His praise, and
in whichever direction we turn, fix our gaze upon Him.

The news of the construction of the Blessed House, where the world's
inhabitants will circumambulate in adoration, caused great joy and happiness.
Despite this, hearing about the illustrious Afnan'sillness was a source of
sorrow. | cherish the hope that this sadness will turn to bliss.

Praise and salutations be unto thee.
‘Abdu’l-Baha'Abbas.[95]
H&ji Mirza Buzurg never married and passed away in October 1941.

Mirza'Abdu’l-Husayn: A merchant who lived in Y azd. He was a firm and
profoundly devoted believer, who spent his daysin service to the Baha'i
Faith. He received numerous Tablets from 'Abdu’l-Bah& praising his singular
devotion to the Bah&i Faith.[96] At the turn of the century, about the time
that 'Abdu’'l-Baha confidentially informed Nuri'd-Din about the construction
of the Shrine of the Bab, He also wrote the following Tablet to Mirza
'‘Abdu’l-Husayn:

Heisthe Most Glorious!

Yazd. Theillustrious Afnén of the sacred Tree, the honored Aga Mirza
'‘Abdu’l-Husayn, upon him rest the glory of God, the Most Glorious!

Heisthe Most Luminous!

O sweet branch of the sanctified and divine Lote-Tree! Give thanks to the one
true Lord that He has enabled thee to attain the greatest of all heavenly
blessings. Nothing has been denied to thee, and no barriers have prevented thee
from the most important bounty; that is, steadfastnessin, and faithfulness to,
the Covenant of God. If, like billowing waves, thou wert to give thanks with
every breath for this favor, thou wouldst certainly not have rendered it

justice.

Now | will give thee glad tidings that shall light up thine eyes and exhilarate

thy being. And that newsis this: the Blessed Beauty repeatedly commanded that
aparticular location on Mount Carmel in Haifa [be used] for the Shrine of the
Primal Point. It was |ocated on the choicest spot and was preeminent in its
splendor and magnificence, and peerless throughout the world. In short, four
years ago, that land was purchased for the resting-place of the Exalted One,

may My spirit, reality, essence, and being be a sacrifice for His dust. | then

wrote to Rangoon to have a sarcophagus prepared and engraved with great carein
one piece of marble, and also a casket of the finest Indian wood, and to be

sent here.

Six months ago, the two caskets arrived in Haifa after enormous difficulties.
No one knew their real purpose; everyone thought they were intended for the



Shrine of Bahau'lléh.

After that, | sent Mirza Asadu'lléh, with several others, to bring the

sacred and sanctified remains of the Bab—may My spirit and essence be a
sacrifice to His dust—with the greatest care, humility, and reverence. Of
them, only Mirza Asadu'lldh knew the real purpose of the mission. The others
thought they were transporting [ packages of] Writings. That sacred trust
arrived in Damascus and was taken to the Holy Land by carriage. It must be
obvious what immense joy and spirituality resulted from this event.

Currently, the land that was bought on Mount Carmel is being prepared. The
Ancient Beauty, may My spirit be a sacrifice to His friends, always praised
that spot and instructed that it be bought. In all their books, the Messengers
of God have spoken of that location and given clear prophecies [about it].

We are now busy raising that sacred Shrine and abide by the Will of God.
Therefore, thou too must join us by offering thy labor to build and construct
this Shrine. Hasten here by any means possible and obtain this most resplendent
bounty. Thisfavor is greater than all worship!

Pass on my warmest Bah&i greetings to the holy leaf, thy grandmother, and to
the sacred |eaf, thy mother, and to the other leaves of the Afnan.

Upon thee be glory, O thou who hast remained firm in the Covenant!
'‘AA[97]

Mirza'Abdu’l-Husayn never married and passed away in Tehran as aresult of
an accident. His resting-place is not currently known. The Master wrote the
following Tablet in his honor:

Heis God!

To the attention of theillustrious twig of the divine Tree, the honored Aga
Mirza'Abdu’l-Husayn, upon him rest the glory of God, the Most Glorious.

O thou wondrous branch of the sanctified Tree! Some time ago, H§i Siyyid
Javad met with Me on thy behalf. Heis currently conveying thy warm greetings.
However, at the same time, he states, "The illustrious Afnan will not accept

my bearing and conveying greetings on his behalf, unless Thou liftest up the
pen and write atablet for him." And since he is determined in his purpose like
atax-collector during Fath-'Ali Shah's era and asking with great sincerity, |
picked up the pen and am remembering the Afnans of the Tree beyond which there
isno passing. In so doing, | was rejuvenated and renewed and wish to write: "O
thou verdant and flourishing branch of the Tree of Redlity! It istimeto be
luscious and fruitful and to display divine delicacy and beauty. While thereis
time, blossom and perfume all nostrils.”

‘A 'A.[98]
Bagum Agh& She did not marry and passed away in Y azd.
AghaBagum: A daughter of H&ji Siyyid Mirza and Sarah Sultan Bagum. She



was married to H§ji Siyyid Husayn, and they had four children.
Mirza Aminu'llah: He did not marry and died with no descendants.
Mirza Habibu'llah: He did not marry and died with no descendants.

Ruhangiz: She was the daughter of H§ji Siyyid Muhammad and Khanum Haya.
She married Mirza Habibu'lléh. She and her sister, 'Aliyyih, remained
faithful to the Covenant despite their father's opposition to 'Abdu'l-Baha

‘Aliyyih: a daughter of H§ji Siyyid Muhammad and Khanum Haya.

Nayyir Afnan: Son of 'Ali Afnan and Furughiyyih. He was married to
Ruhangiz Rabbéani and they had at |east one daughter, Bahiyyih (who married
Hasan Shahid). He and his family were expelled from the Faith. In 1948 they
fled to Lebanon, where he passed away .

Husayn Afnan: Son of 'Ali Afnan and Furdghiyyih. He was married to Badi‘ah
and they had one daughter, Furighiyyih Afnan. He was expelled from the Faith.

Faydi Afnan: Son of 'Ali Afnan and Furdghiyyih. He was married to
Thurayya Afnan. He was expelled from the Faith in 1941.

Hasan Afnan: Son of H§ji Mirza Siyyid 'Ali and Furughiyyih, a daughter
of Bahdu'llah. He married Mehrangiz Rabbani. He was expelled from the
Faithin 1941.

Ruhi Afnan: He served as a secretary of the Guardian for many years. He
supported the marriage of his sister, Thurayya, to an excommunicated family
member, Faydi Afnan, and was expelled in 1941. He married his cousin, Zahra
Shahid, the youngest daughter of RUha Khanum, 'Abdu’l-Baha's third

daughter. He moved with the rest of hisfamily to Lebanon in 1948, where he
passed away some years later.

Suhayl Afnén: He was a son of Muhsin Afnan and Tuba Khanum.

Fu'ad Afnan: He was a son of Muhsin Afnan and Tuba Khanum. He was born in
1917 and died as aresult of injuries sustained in an air raid in London on 11
May 1941. In 1943 the Guardian gave permission to the British Bahdisto

build his grave.[99]

Thurayya Afnan: Married Faydi Afnan.

Qudsiyyih Khanum: A daughter of Siyyid Muhammad-Husayn and his second wife,
'lsmat Khanum. She married Siyyid Mihdi.

Aga Siyyid Mihdi: He studied in Beirut for afew years. When he returned to
Shiréaz, he worked in different professions and married Iran Khanum, a
daughter of the Bahai poet 'Andalib.

Mirza Rahim[100]: A devoted believer. He lived in Shirdz, working in the
postal services and passed away in 1943. He never married.

Rubabih: A daughter of Siyyid Muhammad-Husayn and his first wife, Khanum
Hajiyyih.



MirzaHé&di: Bornin 1873 in Shiraz, he was awell-to-do merchant in

Shiréz and lived and worked in Bombay for awhile. In 1896, he and his
parents attained the presence of 'Abdu’l-Bah& Some time during 1895-86 he
married 'Abdu’l-Bahd’s oldest daughter, Diydiyyih Khanum (d. 1951). He was
the father of Shoghi Effendi , Guardian of the Bahdi Faith. He died in 1955
and is buried in the Haifa Bah&i cemetery.

Munavvar: Her given name was Khadijih, but as a sign of respect for her
namesake, the wife of the Béb, she was called Munavvar. She married Mirza
'Ali-Muhammad Khan, the Muvaggari'd-Dawlih.

AghaBagum: Married to H4i Mirza Diydu'lléh, a brother of Mirza
Habibu'lléh, and they had six children.

'Ali-Muhammad Kh---an: He -was a namesake of the Bab and so the family
called him'Ali Aga. From early youth, he was a Bahdi and served in the

Foreign Ministry. He advanced in rank and was given the title of the Balyuz

and the M uvaqgqari'd-Dawlih. Bahdu'lldh was very pleased with him and

revealed several Tabletsin hishonor.[101] Two of his sons, Husayn and

'‘Abbas, died at ayoung age. MUvagqari'd-Dawlih passed away in mid-1921 and
was buried in Tihran at the shrine of Shah 'Abdu’l-A'zim, next to the room

of Mgju'd-Dawlih. A commemorative meeting was held for him in Haifa some 10
days before 'Abdu'l-Baha's passing. It was at this meeting that the Master is
reported to have aluded to His own imminent passing.[102]

Asasign of His particular affinity for the Muvaqgari'd-Dawlih, 'Abdu’l-Baha
revealed the following memorial Tablet about him, which includes a Tablet of
Visitation.[103]

Heis God!

The honored M Uvaqgari‘d-Dawlih was one of the twigs of the divine Lote-Tree
and one that was related to the threshold of His Holiness, the Exalted One, may
My life be a sacrifice to Him. From childhood, signs of great wisdom and
intelligence and the hallmarks of discernment were evident in his radiant face.
He was only a baby in the cradle when he showed lofty character and noble
features. When he reached adolescence, hisrelatives and, indeed, all who knew
him witnessed distinctive featuresin his blessed countenance and were amazed
by his bearing. He made outstanding progressin al the realms of spiritual and
physical perfection and, in the land of his birth, achieved exceptional

literary honor. He had great wisdom, and when he reached maturity, his
characteristic qualities shone even more brightly. He was supremely serene,
remarkably composed and calm.

When he learned of the appearance of the Bab's holy revelation and the events

of His holy life, he became enkindled with His love and ignited with the Béb's
divine attraction. He found out about what had happened to that Manifestation

of Grandeur and became aware of the mysteries of this Cause. Illumined with the
light of divine guidance, he was receptive to the glad tidings of the advent of

'Him Whom God will make manifest' and was quick to respond to the Dawn of the



Sun of Truth. He was so immersed in the limitless ocean of grace and imbued
with the effusions of the bounties of the Word of God that he nearly lost his
self-control. He was intoxicated with the love of God, which surged in him like
the turbulent sea. Hisinner ear was always attuned to the melodies of the
Kingdom. He rose up and spoke with exceptional eloquence in praise of the
Manifestation of the Light on Sinai, so that he burst into flame with the fire

of the love of God. He was indeed a sign of the oneness of God and an ensign of
the glorious Lord. In the school of exposition and eloquence, he was a worthy
teacher. Those that heard him were left joyous and happy from the beauty of his
expression and words.

Continuoudly, his letters reached the sacred Threshold, and the Blessed Beauty
would say with great joy, "Read the letters of MUvaggari'd-Dawlih!™

Bahau'llah would soon send replies. These were evidence that Bahau'lléh

showed him great love and kindness. In fact, it could be said that
Muvagqari'd-Dawlih was present there in reality. Often, Bahdu'lldh

addressed him in thisway, "O thou who hast branched from this holy Tree."
Muavagqari'd-Dawlih, in turn, always became exuberant and joyous from the
glances of the loving kindness of the Speaker on Sinai. The news of hisjoy and
excitement would always reach the Holy Land and make the servants of God happy.

[This continued] until the Sun of Truth set from this world and shone from the
unseen world. The news of Bahdu'llah's ascension plunged the Afnan into

such distress and anguish that he couldn't speak for awhile, and the flow of

his writing and exposition was stilled. Day and night, this companion was
downcast; at dawn and in the night season, he was encompassed with sorrow and
tears. | wrote to him and maintained contact with him until he was rekindled

and became reinvigorated and eager to begin serving the Cause of God again.

For some time, he worked for the government on the coast of the Sea of Oman.
His administration was based on justice and equity. All the towns and cities of
the southern provinces appreciated his sagacious rule, and everyone lauded his
efforts to improve their state affairs. It was universally said that hisrule

was without equal and his administration of justice without prejudice to
anyone. During the days of hisrule, his primary objective was to improve the
living conditions of the people. At all times, his praise was widely sung in
those areas, and al the friends would rejoice to hear news of him. After some
time, he went to India, and in the years he lived there, friend and foe would
proclaim, "Here is one who is the standard-bearer of justice and one of its
shining lights." He was supremely serene and had an undisturbable,
self-possessed calmness.

Although everyone knew that he was a Bah&i and, indeed, was related to the

holy Tree, the enemies of the Cause showed him great respect and consideration.
All the great ones of Iran—traders, businessmen, and travelers—sought his
company and showed him love and respect. He was indeed a great luminary. Some
time later, they asked him to go to Tihran, where he met the ministers of the
Iranian government.



But the bird of his heart—the bird of the rose garden of divinity—always
sought the everlasting Kingdom and was detached from the ephemeral world. And
when the appointed time came, the nightingale of his soul ascended to the
eternal and boundless world above. He soared from this nether world to the
Concourse on High and sought a nest on the branches of the Tree of Eternity.
This noble soul was indeed a sign of the Perspicuous Light, and, in the divine
vineyard, he was afruitful tree. Praise be to God that at the end of his

earthly life, when he winged his flight to the Kingdom above, he was in a state
of true servitude and steadfastness to the Cause of God. In such a state, he

was attracted to the Kingdom of Beauty, asking for entry to the presence of his
Lord, and seeking selflessness in the ocean of mysteries. Upon him be the glory
of the Most Glorious God, upon him be the praise of the Primal Point, and upon
him be the grace of God, the Almighty, the Ever-forgiving.

‘AA.

A supplication for the progress of the soul of the Afnan of the sacred
Lote-Tree, the illustrious Mavagqari'd-Dawlih:

Heis God!

O God, my God! How can | make mention of Thee and of the fire of longing that
burns in the heart of 'Abdu’l-Baha and the flame of sorrow and loss that

ignites His being because of the great affliction that has surrounded Thy

sincere ones? O Thou the Lord of the heavens above!

Tears are pouring down, and our hearts are aflame because of the calamity that
hath befallen us. On its account, the cry of lamentation and weeping hath been
raised from the hearts of Thy loved ones and the breasts of Thy servants. O
Lord! In Thy grace, Thou callest to Thy presence in the Kingdom above those
that have achieved certitude and have believed in Thee. Thou biddest them to
return to the Paradise that is their true home. But Thou hast forsaken me,

alone and desolate in this world, broken-winged and bereft of hope, deep in the
sea of sorrows, and languishing in deprivation on this earth.

O God, my God! How long wilt Thou leave mein this state of abject lowliness,
burning with the fire of separation from Thee, whilst Thou ordainest for those
that are nigh unto Thee ascension unto the highest summit?

O God, my God! My body is melting away, my hair iswhite, and | have grown old.
| have no strength to arise and serve Thy loved ones, whom Thou hast singled
out to raise Thy word and spread Thy fragrances.

O God, my God! Hasten my ascension to Thy sacred threshold and my arrival in
the world above and the court of Thy grace. Hasten my admittance to Thy gift of
forgiveness and pardon in Thine infinite Kingdom.

O my God! Thy meek and humble servant, who beseeched Thee—the twig that had
branched from the holy Tree, named M Uvaqgar—hath left this ephemeral world
and is now pleading to return to the everlasting world. Lord, he hastened to

Thee with a hopeful heart, throbbing in Thy love. His tears were overflowing,



and his patience had ended. He could no longer wait to meet Thee. He had

believed in Thee and Thy verses. He had become attracted by Thy fragrances. He
had become enkindled with the fire burning in the Tree of Thy unity. He had

sought comfort in Thy remembrance. He was content with Thy providence and hath
now hastened to Thy shelter.

O God! He was a bird warbling in Thy garden, alion roaring in Thy forests, and
awhale swimming in Thine ocean, until the world of existence became too narrow
for him. So when the day of his destiny came, he returned to Thee with a heart
attracted to Thee, his countenance radiant, tears of joy flowing from him,

exulting in the knowledge of Thy forgiveness and pardon.

O Lord! Raise his station! Ordain all good for him and grant him the glances of
Thy favor. Immerse him in the sea of mysteriesin the Kingdom of Light, in that
assembly where Thy Beauty is manifest. Thou art the Generous, the Exalted, and
Thou art the Forgiving, the Compassionate, and the Merciful.

The night of 5 Dhi'l-Qadih [AH] 1339,[104] by the Shrine of the Bab.
'‘Abdu’l-Baha'Abbés.[105]

Ahmad Aga A younger brother of the Muvaggari'd-Dawlih. After completing his
studies, he worked for the government in the Foreign Ministry and was given the
title Mas'udu's-Sultan. He was not a Baha'i. He passed away in 1896 and was
buried in H&fiziyyih of Shiraz.

Muniriyih: She passed away at the age of 7 and was buried in the shrine of
Shah-Chirég.

Mirza Habibu'llah: A farmer, who lived in Y azd. He was survived by two
sons, Drs. Mahmud and Muhammad Afnan.

Ruhangiz Mahdavi: She passed away in Y azd, with no descendants.

Munirih Mahdavi: Her only child, a daughter by the name of Téhirih, drowned
inYazdin 1955.

Farhangiz: She was a daughter of Hgji Siyyid Muhammad and Bibi-Sakinih
Bagum. She married to Mirza'Abdu’l-Wahhab and they had four children.

Diydyyih Khadnum: A daughter of H&ji MirzAa Muhammad . When her husband
Mirza Muhammad 'Ali, died, she settled in Shiraz. She passed away on 6

July 1965 and was buried in the Shiraz Bahdi cemetery. One of

'‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Tablets revealed in her honor states:

The sacred leaf, Khédnum Diy&, daughter of the illustrious Afnan of the
sanctified Lote-Tree, the honored Haji Mirza Muhammad, upon her rest the
glory of God, the Most Glorious.

Heis God!

O thou sacred leaf! Render thanks unto God that thou belongest to the
sanctified Tree, hast drunk from the breast of divine love, rested in the bosom
of the recognition of the Lord, and been nurtured in the embrace of God's



bounties.

Now is the time to grow like a sapling in the paradise of divine guidance and
become verdant and fruitful. Through the sprinkling of the cloud of bounty,
become immensely exhilarated and rejuvenated, sing the praise of the blessed
Tree, and speak out so that the birds of the meadow of redlity are enchanted
and enraptured.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
'‘A’A.

Mirza'Abdu'l-Wahhab: A farmer in Shiréz and Abadih. He lived in Shiraz
al hislife and passed away in 1885. He was initially buried in Hafiziyyih,
but was reinterred in the Bahai cemetery in 1899. He had four children:
Mirza Muhammad-Taqi, Tub4, Mahin, and Thurayya.

Khanum Hay& She was married to Hgji Siyyid Muhammad and they had two
daughters.

Munirih Khanum: She married H&ji Mirza Zaynu'l-'Abidin Khalili, a
well-known merchant of Shirdz. She had two children named Muhammad-Béagir and
Afsar, and athird child whose nameis not known.

Munavvar: She was married to Mirza Buzurg.

Hawiyyih Khanum: Her given name was Muchidl Khanum. However, in a Tablet,
'Abdu’l-Baha named her Hawiyyih.[106] She died in her 50s, in June 1959, and
was buried in the Baha'i cemetery in Shiréz.[107] Her two sons were Dr.

'‘Abbas Afnan[108] and Hasan Afnan.

AghaBagum: The wife of Mirza Habibu'llah. She spent her lifein service

to the House of the Bab. In 1955, she met Shoghi Effendi, who showed her great
favor. When she returned to Iran, she continued to serve the pilgrims and
visitors to the House of the Bab with great distinction. She passed away in
Shiréz in February 1965 and was buried in the Bah&@i cemetery.

Mirza Muhammad-'Ali: He was known as Mirza Kuchak [junior]. He was a
farmer in the Bavanét region. He had six children: Muhammad-Husayn, Siyyid
Muhammad, Furtghiyyih, Ruha, Maryam, and Nigar.

Féatimih Bagum: She was born in Shirdz in AH 1297 (1879) and was reared by
K hadijih-Sultdn Bagum. She married Hgji Mirza Husayn-'Ali Y azdi, known
as'Ammu'i. Her husband attained the presence of Bahau'llah and received
numerous Tablets, in which Bahdu'lldh addressed him as 'Sammy-Magsud'.
'‘Abdu'l-Baharefers to him as 'Khususi' and 'Sammy-Hadrat Magsid'.[109]

Mirza Muhammad-'Ali Falldh: He studied for some years at the American
University in Beirut and then, at 'Abdu’l-Baha's request, lived in the Holy

Land for 10 years. Afterwards, he studied at Cambridge University in England

for two years that coincided with the years that Shoghi Effendi studied at the
nearby Oxford University. He returned to Haifa 20 days before 'Abdu’l-Baha's
passing and was present during the subsequent commemorative meetings. When he



returned to Y azd, he took up farming and became a pillar of faith for the
community. He and other members of the Y azd Spiritual Assembly were imprisoned
from 1911 to 1914. He showed remarkable fidelity to the Covenant and was an
example of patience and steadfastness for other believers. He married but had

no children.

Afsar: The sister of Mirza Muhammad-'Ali Fallah . With her brother, she
studied in Beirut's American University and then spent 10 yearsin the Holy
Land. Eventually, she went to Iran and settled with her family in Tehran.

to : Four children of Mirza Javéd.
to : Three children (two daughters and a son) of Mirza AbU'l-Qésim.

Rahmaniyyih: She married '‘Abdu'l-Husayn Tabarsi and had two sons and two
daughters.

Farhangiz: She was bornin 1915 and died in the 1955 Y azd flood. She did not
marry.

Mirza Muhammad-Husayn Mahdavi: A farmer in Y azd. He was survived by a son.
Mirza'Abdu'l-Latif: He was a merchant in Y azd and had two sons.

to : Three children of Mirza Buzurg and Munavvar.

Khanum Diy&: She drowned in the Abadan River and had no children.

and : Two children of Mirza Buzurg.

Tahirih: She was a daughter of Silyyid Muhammad and Munirih Mahdavi. She died
at ayoung age in the 1955 Y azd flood and left no descendants.

and : Two children of Siyyid Muhammad and his first wife, Maryam Bagum.
to : Four children of Mirza Diyau'llah and Vafaiyyih.

to : Three children of Mirza Habibu'lldh and Ruhangiz.

to : Three children of Mirza Badi'u'lldh and Afsar.

Firdaws: She helped her brother, Abd'l-Qasim Afnan, to carry out his
services to the House of the B&b. She passed away in Oxford, England, in 1996,
having never married.

AbU'l-Qasim Afnan: A hereditary custodian of the House of the Bab. He
married Minu Bazyar, a daughter of Muhammad-Husayn Bazyér, and had two
daughters, Maryam and Lalih. He passed away in 2004 in England. He authored
several important books, one of which is published under the title, ‘Ahd-i

A'la

Tayyibih: She married Mansur Nusrat and had two children, Goli and Hamid.

Nayyirih: She married 'Abbas Mgjidi and had a son and two daughters, Sa'id,
Taranih and Higamih.

Aminu'lldh Afnan: A long-time pioneer to Kuwait. He married Gawlnar



'Al&i, daughter of Dr. Nasru'lldh Badri. His two sons are: Mamduh and
Habib.

Hasan Afnan: An agriculture engineer. He married Mahin Afnan, daughter of
Mirza Fathu'lldh and had two daughters, Ilhdm and Nida. He passed away in
2004 in San Diego, Cdlifornia.

Mirza Siyyid Muhammad: A son of Mirza Diydu'lléh, a brother of Mirza
Habibu'llah.
Mirza Bah&i: He married a daughter of Samimi and had three children: a

son named Diya, a daughter named Zhinus, and another daughter whose nameis
not known.

to : Four other children of Mirza Diyau'llah, a brother of Mirza
Habibu'lléh. They are: Mirza'Abbaés, Farahangiz, Thurayya, and
Nuri'd-Din.

Mirza Fathu'lldh A'l&i: He married Afsar, a daughter of Mirza Husayn of
Abédih, and had three children: Husayn, Mind, and Mahin. Mint married
Ghuldm-'Ali Dihgan, and Mahin married Hasan Afnan.

Mirza Fargju'lldh: He passed away in infancy.

Dr. Nasru'llah Badri-A'l4i: For many years, he was a pioneer to the
Arabian region. He married Farahangiz and they had three children:
Shamsu'd-Din, Gulnar, and Tahminih.

Muzaffar Khén: He had married Bihjat. He passed away in 1912 and was buried in
the Bahdi cemetery in Shiraz. They had no descendants.

Ridvan: She married Ghuldm-'Ali Rij&i and served as an international
pioneer.

Safa: She married Ruhu'llah Jaldli and passed away at a young age after
having two children.

Aqéa Siyyid Hadi: A son of Siyyid Agaand his second wife, Zahra Bagum.

Siyyid Mihdi: A son of Aga Siyyid Agaand his second wife, Zahra Bagum.
He married Qudsiyyih Khanum.

to : Seven children of Mirza Jalél, abrother of Mirza Habibu'llah. They
are: Mirza'Ali, Gawhar, Bihjat, Mirza'Abdu'l-Husayn, Mirza
Fadlu'llah, 'Aliyyih Khanum, and Mirza Ahmadu'd-Din.

Akbar Aga: Another son of Mirza Jald, he was known as Nuri'd-Din and
left no descendants. He married Thurayya.

Furdghiyyih: A namesake of her grandmother, a daughter of Bahdu'llah.

Shoghi Effendi Rabbéani: 'Abdu’l-Bah&'s oldest grandson. He was born on 1
March 1897 and was reared in the house of 'Abdu'lldh Pasha, 'Abdu'l-Bahd's
house in 'Akk& He was sent to study at the American College in Beirut, where
he gained a Bachelor of Arts degree, and later spent two years at Oxford



University, England. From December 1921 until his passing on 4 November 1957,
he served as the Guardian of the Bah&i Faith, presiding over the most

spectacular era of the Bahdi Faith's expansion and diffusion. Shoghi Effendi

was married on 25 March 1937 to Mary Maxwell, known as, Ruhiyyih Khanum (b. 8
August 1910 in New Y ork, d. 19 January 2000 in Haifa). They had no descendants.
His resting-place isin London, England.[110]

to : Four other children of Mirza Hadi and Diy&iyyih Khanum,
'‘Abdu'l-Baha’s oldest daughter. Due to various factors, they were al expelled
from the Faith by the Guardian of the Cause.

Husayn: He died 25 days after birth.
'Abbés. He died at age 8.

Hasan MUvaqgar Balyuzi: Bornin 1908, he studied at the American Collegein
Beirut and lived in England, where he served the Bah&i Faith with great
distinction. In 1957, he was elevated to the rank of Hand of the Cause of God.
Heisremembered best for his momentous scholarly works on the lives of the
Central Figures. Hasan Balyuzi married Mary (Molly) Brown and they had 5
chidren: Hushang, Robert, Felix, Richard and Simeon. He passed away in 1980 in
London.

Dr. 'Abdu'lléh Balyuzi: He carried out his medical studies at the American
Collegein Beirut and returned to Shiraz to practice. A few years later, at

the age of 30, he contracted typhoid fever and passed away in 1943. He had no
descendants.

'‘Abdu'l-Husayn: He was not a Baha'i.
‘Abdu’l-'Ali: He was not a Bahai.
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